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Arafat, Rabin battle to save 
accord as Gaza truce holds 


By Michael Parks, 

Susan Sachs and 
Jlene Prusher 

GAZA CITY. JERUSALEM— 
After two days of furious clashes 
between Palestinian youths and 
Israeli troops in the strife-torn 
Gaza Strip. Israeli military com¬ 
manders agreed Tuesday evening 
to scale down their searches for 
fugitive guerrillas in return for 
Palestinian efforts to restore a 
ceasefire. 

On Wednesday conditions in 
Gaza Strip were described as 
calm, but die slaying of an Israeli 
woman in A1 Beireh in the West 
Bank at the hands of armed 
auackcrs threatened a shaky mice 
between Palestinians and the 
Israeli army. Hamas and the 
Democratic Front for the Libera¬ 
tion of Palestine (DFLPj have 
both claimed responsibility for 
the Beireh attack in which three. 
Jewish settlers were also injured. 

Nearly 70 Palestinians were 
reported wounded and one,* boy 
of 15. was killed as Israeli sol¬ 
diers fired repeatedly throughout 
the day. Tuesday, on thousands 
of stone-throwing Gaza youths 
who were manning barricades of 
burning tires to protest the army's 
intensified manhunts of the past 
week. Palestinians fought Israeli 
troops in an angry rebellion 
aimed not only at the occupation 
soldiers, but at the Palestine Lib¬ 
eration Organization leadership 
as well. 

Fificcn-year-old Hassan Mek- 
dad was shot and killed when he 
did not respond to an order to halt 
by Israeli soldiers. In the van¬ 
guard of young rock-throwers 
who confronted Israeli soldiers 
were members of the Fatah 
Hawks. These followers of Pales¬ 
tine Liberation Organization 
Chairman Yasser Arafat’s Fatah 
faction were angered at the kill¬ 
ing of their leader by Israeli 
troops on Sunday. Their message 
to Arafat, who called off the 6- 
vcar-old uprising in the Occupied 
territories—the Intifada —when 
he signed an autonomy agree¬ 
ment with Israel in September, 
was blunt. 

'The peace process will not lie 


ly Ben Wedemen 
Special to The Star 

"1TY OF water is an incs- 
rcality in the Middle 
s populations increase by 
nd bounds, and the share 
:r consumed by industry 
iculture grows, the short- 
water is bound to have 
inely P ravcr 

unices. . 

c there is no one solution 
•roblcm of water scarcity, 
v of technologies exists to 
Ve water use efficiency. 
;han SO experts from a 
if fields participated this 
i a s\mpoMum at the Mm- 
f Water and Irrigation to 
r a regional approach to 
iblemsV water scarcity. 

ympoMum. co~sponsored 
United Nations Economic 
Iticial Commission lor 
n Asia (ESCWA i and the 
or Id Health Organization 
I. was opened Sunday b\ 
Minister Abdul S:dam A1 

■SCWA's Executive Sec- 
Dr Sah:ih Bahjaji said in 
nine statement, “it is truly 
mate that water resources 
iscd and desertification is 
r.g and wastelands aw 
ling in an area that, in w r " 
luhier period*- of its his* 
mplovcd the most devei- 
incthods or building 
on canjls and water dr;un- 
-vsienv* and witnessed 
edented agricultural 

nty." . . . 

leiei.uuc ot some oMhc« 
i methods is beginning to 
c apparent to the modem 


our hands from going back to the 
armed struggle, 1 ' vowed a leaflet 
signed by Shabiba , Faiah's 
youth movement, and circulated 
in Gaza. 

The renewed violence in the 
densely populated Gaza Strip— 
home to 1 million Palestinians— 
erupted only two weeks before 
13 December, the scheduled start 
of an Israeli military pullout and 
the planned deployment o( Pales¬ 
tinian police to enforce coder. 

The Fatah Hawks, as--the fac¬ 
tion's military wing, also was 
expected to play a role in law 
enforcement. But young mili¬ 
tants announced they *" would 
resume the Intifada after soldiers 
shot and killed Hawks com¬ 
mander Ahmed Abu -El. Reesh 
Sunday. *'.! 

Israeli units arrest«Llai least 
five Fatah Hawks in recent days, 
three in a house that Was first j 
attacked with Israeli mortar l fin*' 
One of those arrested* was Tays^ 

Al Badini, the newly named, 
commander of the ftuo/i-Hawksv 
whose immediate Release is now • _ 
demanded by some PLO 
officials. •. - — 

Plans for Israel's smooth.jwith'*.* 
drawal from'- Gaza next mdnth-,^ 
are now in serious jeopardy-^- * ’ 
and with them prospects ftfrjfal** ' 
cstinian self-government. The ^ 
military commanders met Ttiesj-^ 
day with leaders of ‘FalahT'tig-— 
mainline group within the.-Pales 
tine Liberation Organization, to*- 
shape an agreement "they jioped 
would defuse the explosive ten¬ 
sion in the region. > 

Israeli and Palesti rtfffi^sources 
said Lhal Israel^,agreed^to cut 
back on its paLrote.-Stijei deploy¬ 
ments and. most of all, its under¬ 
cover ambushes. Fatah said it 
would insist that its militia, the 
Fatah Hawks, observe their 
orders and end attacks on Israeli 
targets. 

"We hope the bloodshed will 
be slopped. We have agreed on 
practical steps to solve the situa¬ 
tion." PLO leader Sufian Abu 
Zaydeh said after he and four 
other Palestinian representatives 
met Maj. Gen. Matan Vilnai, 
Israel's southern regional com¬ 
mander, at the Erez Checkpoint 



at the entrance to the Gaza Strip. 
"We believe we can stop this 
escalation of violence, and we 
know we must." 

■Further discussions were under 
away at a political level between 
Israeli and PLO delegations in 
Cairo, Egypt, and between PLO 
Chairman Yasser Arafat and a 
special Israeli envoy, Jacques 
Neriah. an adviser to Prime Min¬ 
ister Yitzhak Rabin, in Tunis, to 
ensure that the street-level 
clashes do not destroy the overall 
peace process. 

Israel's prime minister Yitzhak 
Rabin warned, however, that the 
violence of the past week showed 
the need for a detailed agreement 


on security arrangements during 
the autonomy period and Israel 
would insist upon iL This might 
delay by "a week or so" the pro¬ 
posed 13 December start of 
Israel's military pullback from 
Gaza and the Jericho district on 
the West Bank, he said. 

"I'm not talking about stalling 
negotiations—I am talking about 
reaching a detailed agreement if 
we are to prove to Israelis and 
Palestinians that we have a good 
basis,” Rabin told journalists in 
Rome, where be was attending 
the Conference on Security and 
Cooperation in Europe. 

Rabin reportedly proposed 
compromises to Arafat on sev¬ 


eral key issues in the negotiations 
on implementing the autonomy 
accord to break the impasse 
there, and offered to meet with 
the PLO leader to conclude those 
talks. 

Both Arafat and Israel need a 
respite from the violence to dem¬ 
onstrate they are in control—in 
Arafat's case, in control of his 
volatile constituency in the terri¬ 
tories, and in the Israeli govern¬ 
ment's case, in control of security 
there. 

Public support in Israel for the 
government's peacemaking with 
the PLO has slipped significantly 
since the dramatic signing cere¬ 
mony in Washington last Septem¬ 
ber, in part because of Palestinian 
attacks on Israeli soldiers and set¬ 
tlers in recent weeks. One 
attack—the kidnap-murder of a 
West Bank settler—was attrib¬ 
uted by the Israeli army to Fatah. 

Arafat, wrestling with opposi¬ 
tion within the. PLO as well as the 
nuts-and-bolts preparation for 
autonomy, faces growing dissen¬ 
sion over his handling of negotia¬ 
tions with Israel on details of the 
Israeli military withdrawal and 
release of Palestinian prisoners. 

An emergency meeting of the 
PLO executive committee in 
Tunis, Tunisia, began Tuesday. 
Arafat has been urged by Pales¬ 
tinian leaders inside and outside 
the Occupied Territories to start 
delegating authority to bring 
some order to his haphazard deci¬ 
sion-making and organize a Pal¬ 
estinian authority to take control 
in Gaza and Jericho. 

According to Palestinian partic¬ 
ipants in the meeting with the 
Israeli commanders, the army 
agreed to cut back its forces in 
parts of the Gaza Strip starting 
Wednesday and thus reduce day- 
to-day friction. The military also 
said it would remove a number of 
roadblocks and open some closed 
streets. The Palestinian leaders 
agreed to press the Fatah Hawks 
to observe the de facto ceasefire 
lhal had been in effect for two 
months. ■ 


LA Times-W ashington Post 
News Service 


The water symposium 

Making the most of a scarce 

.-----1 


world. One such technique is 
"water harvesting." This technol¬ 
ogy involves collecting rain from 
a larger area, and channelling it 
into a smaller area, thus concen¬ 
trating rainfall where if can be 
best put to use. As a technology 
ji is anvihing but new. As 
ESCWA * Water Resources 
Adviser Dr Omar Joudeh told 
The Star, "water harvesting is 
almost 4.000 years old. Many 
ancient civilizations m desert 
areas, in Wadi Arabs, «n the 
Ncecv, in Yemen. Oman and 

sr A,K ^r i,ed fiss 

,C "mvs Dr JWUL «* 
harvesting is praised in> many 

countries in the ngvm- 
*u»thnd« tend to be inefficient. 
Governments in the regioni have 
.shown little 

these farmers > motive 
technology with the latea 
advances in hydrology, soil sa 
Sec and land and water use. be 

% S r Joudeh noted that Jordanian 
institutions are conducting exper- 
nients on water harvesung but 
5L are not big investments. 

r****““5 

lions in il* 

experience. ! ,- lCld . and to 
farmers. 



Dams: One way of dealing with shortages 


Water harvesting does not only 
have agricultural applications. 
According to Dr Joudeh, use of 
rooftops to catch rainwater was. 
until not long ago, an important 
method for collecting water for 
domestic use in Jordan. With the 
introduction of a municipal water 
system, this technique has all but 
died out. 

While old methods may have 
modem applications, new tech¬ 
nologies should not be ignored. 
According to lyad Alzaru, a 
Canadian water resources engi¬ 
neer. there is lots of room for 
conservation. Leakages ,n die 
sewage and drinking water sys¬ 


tems. he notes, can be monitored 
by using underground cameras 
and sonar techniques. He esti¬ 
mates that Amman's antiquated 
municipal water system deprives 
the government of 60 percent of 
its potential revenues as a result 
of leakage, illegal hook-ups, and 
broken water meters. He warns 
that the government "will have to 
take a major political decision to 
increase the cost of water to 
reduce the water deficit." 

Alzaru also warns that Jordan 
is pumping more water to the sur¬ 
face than is being replenished 
through natural means. As a 
result, wells must be dug deeper 


resource 


and deeper. The deeper you go 
the more salty the water 
becomes," Alzaru told The Star. 
To treat such water, expensive 
purifying equipment is required, 
involving additional expenses. 

Given the scale of the water 
problem, there is a need for 
urgent action. Bader Hirzalla of 
ESCWA's Natural Resources 
Division told The Star that by the 
year 2000 Jordan will have a 500 
million cubic meter water deficit. 
In other words, about half of the 
water Jordan will consume in the 
year 2000 will come from non¬ 
renewable resources. In 1993. he 
said, Jordan is using all of its 
renewable water resources. 

To stop or at least slow down 
this process Jordan and the other 
countries of West Asia. Hirzalla 
says a concerted effort must be 
made to "rehabilitate the water 
supply network, rehabilitate and 
modernize irrigation schemes, 
and plant crops which consume 
less water." Pollution control is 
also an essential component of 
this effort. As Hirzalla points out: 
"if water is polluted, it is no 
longer usable." 

Hirzalla stressed that in the on¬ 
going peace talks between Israel 
and its Arab neighbors the issue 
of water rights cannot be ignored 
or downplayed “There will never 
be peace until all countries which 
share common water sources 
meet together to manage their 
resources,” he told The Star. ■ 


Keeps deputies out 

Majali reshuffles cabinet, sets 
to win Sunday’s confidence vote 


By Ahmad Shaker 
Special to The Star 

PRIME MINISTER Dr Abdel Salam Majali kept 
Lower House deputies out of his cabinet and reshuf¬ 
fled his Government Wednesday awarding portfolios 
to technocrats. Nine new ministers, including a 
woman, were brought in and seven 
ministers left. A number of the new¬ 
comers are members of the Upper 
House of Parliament (Senate). 

The Government change, which 
came five days before Sunday's 
Lower House vote of confidence 
session is to begin, is ns follows: 

NDr Ma'an Abu Nowar. Deputy 
Prime Minister (previously minister 
of information). 

2- Dr Said A! Tal. Deputy Prime 
Minister. Minister of Higher 
Education. 

3- Dr Jawad Anani. Minister of 
Information, Minister of State (pre¬ 
viously minister of slate). 

4- Mr Taher Hikmat. Minister of 
Justice. 

5- Dr Rima Khalaf, Minister of 
Trade and Industry. 

6- Dr Amin Mahmoud. Minister of Culture. 

7- Mr Ahmad Akayleh. Minister of Municipalities. 
Rural Affairs and the Environment, (previously min¬ 
ister of state). 

8- Dr Mohammad Mahdi Al Farfian. Minister of 
Agriculture (previously minister of municipalities 
and rural affairs and the environment). 

9- Dr Hisham Khatib, Minister of Water. 

10- Mr Abdel Razzaq Nsour. Minister of Public 
Works. 

11 -Mr Adib Halaseh. Minister of Transport. 

12-Mr Fawaz Abu Al Ghanam. Minister of Stale. 

13 Mr Adel iisheid. Minister of State. 


The seven ministers who arc out of the Govern¬ 
ment are: Raicb Wazani (Justice). Dr Bassarn Al 
Saket (Trade and Industry ). Dr Mahmoud Al Samra 
(Culture). Bassarn Rakish (Water). Khalaf Al Haw- 
ari (Public Works). Salman Al Tnrawneh (Transport) 
and Marwan Kamal (Agriculture). 

The change, the first since Dr Majali formed his 
Govcmmeni on 29 May of this year, was more of an 
internal housekeeping exercise by 
Dr Majali rather rather than a politi¬ 
cally motivated action. But if it 
means anything, it is that Dr Majali 
is confident he will win a vote con¬ 
fidence next week even if his Gov¬ 
ernment does not include any 
deputies. 

All prime ministers since I9S9 
have had to bring in deputies on 
board in order to ensure minimum 
House support needed to run the 
affairs of Govcmmeni. Dr Majali 
has thus set a precedent by keeping 
deputies out arid in conforming with 
the principle of the separation of 
powers. 

Some deputies were known to 
have expressed their wish to join Dr 

Majali's cabinet 

"1 have paid more than 50.000 dinars and others 
have paid .more than 200,000 dinars not to become 
deputies, But to become ministers!" This is what one 
newly-elected deputy to the Lower House of Parlia¬ 
ment told The Star on Tuesday, one day before the 
reshuffle, and commenting on (he rumors that Dr 
Majali did not intend to include any deputies in his 
new cabinet. 

Sources dose to Dr Majali said that the Prime 
Minister wonted to avoid repeating Mr Taher Al 
Masri's experience, when he formed his govcmmeni 
in 1992, when deputies competed openly for a cabi- 

Continued on page 3 



Balanced budget? 


Dealing with the defecit 


By Chris Hume 

Special to the Star 

THE 1994 budget unveiled by 
Finance Minister Mr Sami Gam- 
moh on 27 November, confirms 
the Government's commitment to 
bring the budget deficit under 
control with a two-pronged strat¬ 
egy of enhandng Government 
revenues while encouraging the 
private sector to assume a larger 
share in productive investmenL 

The budget projects that for the 
first time in Jordanian history 
local revenues will prove suffi¬ 
cient to cover both current expen¬ 
diture and capital expenditure (or 
at least they will if you close one 
eye on the additional appended 
figure of JD 300 million required 
to service existing debt). 

If the projections are 
achieved—and the Government's 
success in holding to its 1993 
budget guidelines provides every 
confidence that they will be—it 
will represent a major step 
towards rectifying the chronic fis¬ 
cal imbalances which have left 
the Kingdom dependent since its 
foundation upon external credits. 

Given the potentially deflation¬ 
ary implications of the budget, 
the Governments broader eco¬ 
nomic forecasts remain surpris¬ 
ingly optimistic. Real GDP 
growth, more than 11 percent in 
1992, has been sustained at 
almosr 6 percent this year. The 
Government is confident it can 
now hold down capital expendi¬ 
ture, restrain money supply, 
rationalize its taxation 
resources—and still sustain real 
growth of around 6 percent 
through 1994 and beyond. 

The figures do require some 
qualification. The growth rates 
achieved in 1992 and 1993 
reflected the employment of 
resources which became availa¬ 
ble following the return of Jorda¬ 
nians from the Gulf. But the con¬ 
struction boom which ensued is 
unlikely id persist unless sup¬ 
ported by growth 'across other 
sectors of the economy. 

The question which remains to 
be answered is whether the Gov¬ 
ernments employment of the lim¬ 
ited number of tools at its dispo¬ 
sal will prove adequate to 


stimulate a broader spread of pri¬ 
vate sector investment. 

At a lime when the Govern¬ 
ment is reducing its own invest¬ 
ment role, the primary stimulant 
remains the tax holidays offered 
to new investors under the exist¬ 
ing Encouragement of Invest¬ 
ment Law. The legislation itself 
is favorably regarded by the pri¬ 
vate sector and a study recently 
conducted by Royal Scientific 
Society economist Dr Ahmed 
Qassem Al Ahmed confirmed 
that almost all major investment 
projects in the Kingdom are 
availing themselves of the bene¬ 
fits of the law. 

Yet the existing incentives 
have failed to attract any substan¬ 
tial inflows of foreign capita] or 
even to tempt back home the $10 
billion plus in assets which Jorda¬ 
nians currently hold abroad. For¬ 
eign investment has remained rel¬ 
atively lethargic at around 10 
percent of total investment. 

Debates over tax incentives 
can, in any event, sound depress - 
ingly irrelevant. Given the scale 
of Lhe domestic market and the 
negative responsiveness of the 
Jordanian economy to regional 
instability, five-year or 10-year 
tax exemptions are unlikely to be 
the major determinant of invest¬ 
ment decisions. 

In any event, increasing tax 


incentives is not a realistic 
option. Even lhe most vocal crit¬ 
ics of Jordanian taxation policy 
acknowledge that a state which 
has never managed to balance its 
domestic budget has got to find 
revenues from somewhere. 

A reorganization of existing 
taxation structures and a rational¬ 
ization of tax-gathering proce¬ 
dures provides'some room for 
maneuver. Mr Gammoh has 
restated the Government's com¬ 
mitment to introduce Lhe de ! ;ysd 
sales tax law early in the lire of 
the new Parliament. The logistics 
of implementing the new tax. and 
the fate of the old consumption 
lax law. remain open to some 
speculation—though Mr Gam- 
moh seems committed to the goal 
of ensuring that the new meas¬ 
ures impose no net increase to the 
burden borne by the productive 
sector. 

Meanwhile, the decision of the 
Ministry of Industry and Trade to 
liberalize import and export 
license requirements is welcomed 
by the commercial sector. 

' The relevant ministers arc also 
seeking Lo assure the business 
community that the administra¬ 
tive procedures accompanying 
tax assessment—and those 
accompanying investment and 
export incentives—are to be 
reviewed. ■ 


Japan offers to install a floating 
power station in Gaza 

By Bilal Hyjawi 
Star Business Editor 

TOYO MENKA Corp., a Japanese energy concern, is consider* 
ins the installation of a power station in Gaza. The station, 
floated on a barge from Japan, will be permanently attached to 
the coast in Gaza after constructing its off-shore base. A dupli¬ 
cate operational plant is available in Egypt at the Matrooh Elec¬ 
tricity Station. The diesel station is capable of generating 60 
mega watts of electricity, which is enough for the current needs 
in the Occupied Territories. Mr Hafez Al Farouki. a Paiestinian- 
Amcrican businessman and architect of this project, said. 

"The terms reached for financing this project render it almost 
charitable—a very soft loan,” he emphasized. The loan's pro¬ 
posed term is for 30 years. Bui other qualities make this project a 

Continued on page 3 
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Lower House 
chooses committees 

■ Deputies were busy last week 
electing members to six House 
committees that will look into 
grievances brought forward into 
the results of the 8 November 
elections. The Lower House has 
received 12 protests from the fol¬ 
lowing electoral constituencies: 
Irbid, Ma'an, Karak, Balqa, and 
Amman's 

Fourth, 

Fifth and 
Sixth dis¬ 
tricts. It is 
difficult 
though to 
know what 
power 
these com¬ 
mittees 
have, and 
how they f 
can address ^ 
those 

aggrieved. We await their results 
and recommendations. Mean¬ 
while, the House has also elected 
permanent committees and they 
include: Finance. Judiciary, 
Administration and Foreign 
Affairs and have 14. 18. 19 and 
21 members respectively. Deputy 
Aii Abu Ragheb heads the 
Finance Committee; Deputy 
Abdel Baqi Garomo the Judiciary 
Committee: Deputy Mohammad 
Odeh Injidat the Administration 
Committee: and Deputy Abdel 
Hadi Al Majali the Foreign 
Affairs Committee. 

Committees are 
formed in the Upper 
House 

■ Just as the Lower House has 
chosen committees so has the 
Senate. The 

Senate 
elected 
members 
for its 
Finance. 

Judiciary. 

Administr¬ 
ative, For¬ 
eign 
Affairs. 

Education, 

Higher 
Education. Rifai 
Environ¬ 
ment. Social 



Development and Health 
Committees. 

Zeid Al Refai and Ahmad 
Obeidat, two former prime min¬ 
isters, have been elected as first 
and second deputy speakers of 
the Upper House, while Abdallah 
Salah. former UN envoy, and 
Leila Sharaf a former minister of 
information, were elected as first 
and second assistant speakers. 

Mudhar Badran and Bahjhat 
Al Talhouni. two former prime 
ministers, as well as Ahmad Al 
Tarawneh a former speaker, 
became members of the Higher 
Council for the Interpretation of 
the Constitution. The Council 
includes Senate Speaker Ahmad 
Al Lawzi as president, three sen¬ 
ators and the five most senior 
judges in 
the judicial 
system. HP* • 

venes to 

is also the 

authorized Badran 
to try min¬ 
ister and 

former ministers upon the 
request of the Lower House. 

A number of senators, includ¬ 
ing Maan Abu Nowar. Jawad 
Anani. Said Al Tal and Taher 
HikmaL are now part of Dr 
Majali's new Government. 

UAE leader speaks on 
Palestinian affairs 

■ The leader of (he National 
Council of the United Arab Emi¬ 
rates (UAE). Haj Bin Abdullah 
Al Muhaitbi. said that financial 
injections into the Palestinian 
self-rule territories must be care¬ 
fully studied before they are 
made. Speaking to a European 
Community (EC) parliamentary 
delegation. Al Muhairbi spoke of 
the importance of a development 
program in the Occupied Territo¬ 
ries to create peace and stability. 
But he said financial assistance 
should only be made after a foil 
development program Is created 
and after the picture becomes 
clearer with regard to the peace 
process. He said the UAE has 
always supported Palestinian 


SEA, MOUNTAIN & PLEASING CLIMATE 



institutions and called on the EC 
to take an active role in pushing 
the peace process on all its 
(racks. As far ss the ending of the 
Arab boycott, Haj Muhairbi said 
this was an Arab decision linked 
with achieving a comprehensive 
peace in die area. 

Towards a 
healthier state 

■ The Health Ministry has 
launched a three-week campaign 
to stamp out smoking in public 
areas. Smokers found puffing in 
such areas will be heavily fined. 
This is in line with a 1977 law 
that banned public smoking. 
According to Ministry of Health 
officials, the aim of the campaign 
is to increase public awareness 
about the dangers of smoking. 
Officials added that smokers will 
be dealt with severely. Three 
teams of officials are appointed 
to carry out the campaign in the 
Amman area and other officials 
throughout the country will carry 
out similar duties. The ministry 
plan was announced last July but 
is only beginning to be imple¬ 
mented now. The ministry calls 
for a total ban on smoking in all 
Government offices and public 
sector institutions including wait¬ 
ing areas for visitors, corridors, 
auditoriums and all sports facili¬ 
ties. The three-week campaign 
will include inspection of hospi¬ 
tals, sports facilities, conference 
halls, health centers, restaurants, 
cinemas, public transport buses 
and service taxi cars. 

Last minute 
archaeological digs 

■ Israel's digs for more Dead 
Sea Scrolls in land which could 
soon fall under Palestinian auton¬ 


omy has lead to the discovery of 
a 5000-year-old skeleton in a 
cave above Jericho, according to 
Israeli archaeologists. They first 
thought that the well-preserved 
skeleton wrapped in a sack was a 
2200-year-oki warrior from the 
Jewish Hasmonian period. How¬ 
ever, closer examination of the 
bones revealed that the man had 
Jived in the early Canaanite era. 
Operation Scroll has angered Pal¬ 
estinians who see the major 
sweep as a last minute grab for 
hidden treasures before Israel 
begins to hand back the Occupied 
Territories. Gold and silver jew¬ 
elry from the First Temple period 
(1000-596 BC) has also been 
found in 350 caves surveyed in 
the last two weeks. Israel's Antiq¬ 
uities Authority director, Amir 
Drori, said the operation involv¬ 
ing 64 archaeologists would be 
scaled down starting this week. 
The authority hopes the sweep 
will yield more fragments of the 
ancient Hebrew scroll first 
located in Qumran in 1947 and 
considered the most important 
Jewish treasure of the region. 

Five-year plan to 
reduce unemployment 

■ The five-year development 
plan for 1993-97 is an ambitious 
program to reduce unemployment 
to 9.6 per cent by 1997. accord¬ 
ing Dr Hassan Shakhtreh, assist¬ 
ant director of the Economic 
Research Policies at the Ministry 
of Planning. He said dial the plan 
provides for investment in the 
economic and social infrastruc¬ 
tures dial would create 224,000 
jobs and reduce the jobless rate 
from 15 per cent in 1993 to 9.6 
percent in 1997. The implementa¬ 
tion of the program is expected to 
result in real growth in die Gross 
Domestic Product (GDP) esti- 
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mated at six percent annually 
according to Dr Shakhtreh. 

He added that the program is 
expected to raise the per capita in 
Jordan from JD 714 annually to 
JD 851 by 1997. Tins means 
removing a large number of 
needy families from the poverty 
line. Dr Shakhtreh said die Five- 
Year Plan aims at dealing with 
unemployment through compre¬ 
hensive and sustainable develop¬ 
ment at both the medium and 
long-term levels. In the short- 
term he said die program aims to 
create new income-generating 
projects that can absorb as many 
workers as possible, especially 
those in the low-income bracket 
and in the less developed dis¬ 
tricts. He emphasized that the 
unemployment problem is organi¬ 
cally linked to investment poli¬ 
cies, vocational training and pro¬ 
duction. Part of the Government 
plan, be said, is to improve the 
quality of education al the com¬ 
munity and college levels and to 
create new specializations at 
these institutions that would be 
linked to the labor market Like¬ 
wise, vocation t raining programs 
will be improved to enable job¬ 
seekers to find employment and 
surveys will be conducted to 
determine market needs, he 

US defence 
delegation in Jordan 

■ A high-level US Defense 
Department delegation arrived in 
Jordan Tuesday as part of a 13- 


Taking Jordan home to 
the States 


J .1" 

By Chris Home 

Special to the Star 

"OUT OF sight is out of mind," 
was the warning provided to the 
Jordanian tourism industry by 
American Society of Travel 
Agents (Asia) President Ms Ear- 
lene Causey, speaking to report¬ 
ers on 29 November at the end of 
her flying visit to Jordan. Her 
message was that if Jordan did 
not do more to promote its tourist 
attractions on the world stage it 
would not reap the full benefits of 
a regional peace dividend. 

Asia is the world’s most 
influential travel trade organiza¬ 
tion with more than 23,000 mem¬ 
bers around the world. Ms Cau¬ 
sey and Asia Director of 
Government Affairs Ms Barbara 
O'Hara were visiting Jordan to 
meet with Ministry of Tourism 
officials and with Jordanian 
members of Asia to discuss ways 
of encouraging more tourists to 
visit the kingdom. 

Ms Causey acknowledged that 
fear of political instability discou¬ 


raged many US tourists from vis¬ 
iting the Middle East , but 
argued that such fears were more 
a. product of media imagery than 
of actual dangers on the ground. 
Why is it. she asked, that Israel 
has proved able to attract such 
large numbers of tourists: 

Is Jordan any more unstable 
than Israel?" 

Ms Barbara O'Hara said Asta 
was was seeking to impress upon 
the US administration that nega¬ 
tive travel advisories, provoked 
perhaps by isolated 'incidents/ 
often inflicted damages upon the 
tourism industry of the countries 
to which they referred that were 
quire disproportion to the actual 
dangers on the ground. 

Vet hostile images of 'funda¬ 
mentalist' Islam were not the 
only factor contributing to the 
small number of American citi¬ 
zens wbo choose to holiday in 
Jordan, said Ms Causey. She 
said Israel had pursued high- 
profile international campaigns 
to advertise its attractions, while 
Jordan had yet to establish a rep- 
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Those 

engaged in 
the king¬ 
dom's tour¬ 
ism industry 
blame the 
government Causey 
for failing to 

effectively market the Jordanian 
tourism product Tourism Minis¬ 
try officials claim they amply 
cannot afford to mount major 
promotional campaigns 

Nevertheless. Ms Causey was 
confident peace would benefit 
Jordan's tourism sector. She said 
that US tourists who would be 
unlikely to travel half way around 
the world simply to visit Jordan, 
might well be attracted by a holi¬ 
day package which took in Jor¬ 
dan as one stop on a wider 
regional tour. She said one posi¬ 
tive role Asta could play was in 
building network links between 
travel agents in Jordan, Lebanon, 
Israel and beyond. 

In any event, both she and Ms 
O'Hara left with a very favora¬ 
ble— if not entirely original— 
estimation of Jordanian culture: 
The people are so friendly," said 
Ms Causey. ■ 
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day trip to several countries in 
die region. The delegation is led 

by ambassador Frank G Wisner* 
Under Secretary of Defense for 
BoKcy. 

The delegation comprises the 
following senior officials: Dr Ted 
E Warner, Frances D Cook, Ms 
Molly K Williamson, and Rear 
Admiral John Michael Luecke. 

ESCWA celebrates 
Day of Solidarity for 
Palestinians 

■ The Economic Commission 
for Western Asia (ESCWA) held 
a conference at the Royal Cultu¬ 
ral Center Monday to cotnmenu>- 
rate the International Day of Soli¬ 
darity with the Palestinian 
people. The secretary of 
ESCWA, Dr Sabah Bahjaji deliv¬ 
ered a speech. outlining the 
importance of the 29th : of 
November, the UN designated 
day of solidarity with the Pales¬ 
tinian people, and stressed the 
importance of Palestinian rights. 
He also mentioned ESCWA 


activities in providing research 
and other services to help 

Palestinians. 

BBC to hold phone-in 
program today 

■ Today, Thursday, the British 
Broadcasting Corporations 
(BBC) Arabic Service is inviting 
its listeners to pose questions 
through a phone-in program to a 
distinguished panel of Arab jour¬ 
nalists about the role of the press 
and of press freedom- The panel 
includes Othman Ora air, editor of 
Al Sharoq At Awsat. Atef Al 
Gamri, chief of AlAhram bureau 
m London and Rana Qabbani an 
Arab journalist and broadcaster 
in London. The lines to the BBC 
Arabic service will be open from 
11:00 am GMT at phone number 
44-71-379-7444 where listeners 
are requested to to leave their 
names and phone number. The 
program will be broadcast later 
on today between 1415-1600 
GMT. 


Jordan, Poland sign air 
transport agreement 


• Jordan and 
Poland signed 
an air transport 

November? 

Mr Ahmad. 
jueiber, direc¬ 
tor of the Civil 
Aviation 
Authority, 
signed' the 
agreement on 
behalf of the 
Jordanian Gov¬ 
ernment and Dr Edmond Pawiak, the Polish Charge d'Affaires, 
signed it on behalf his government. „,,1 uS” 

An initial agreement ^assigned in Aifpnan, in Septmiberl992, 
sfa&was considered as the legal basis by which Koyai' Jo raanfan 
(RJ) and die Polish Airlines will operate regular flights between 
Amman and Warsaw. 

The implementation of the agreement expands contacts between 
Polish and Jordanian economic, scientific and cultural institutions 
and win draw the two nations closer together, Polish embassy 
sources said. - . 

Romania celebrates 
National Day 


By Raed Al Abed 

Star Staff Writer 


ROMANIA CELEBRATED its. e: 
National Day.. Wednesday 1 ai 
December, by marking its 75th. ® 
anniversary as a unified • ; 1 

state. On this occasion, 
the Ro manian ambassa¬ 
dor in Amman, Mr 
Anton Pascale, told a 
press conference this 
week of the "latest-, 
achievements that have 
taken place in his coun¬ 
try, from the develop¬ 
ment of democracy to 
its transfer to a free 
market economy and Its 
reorganization of 

industry. ■ Ambassado 

The ambassador said conference 
Romania Is active in -.. 
inte rnational marke ts because of ft 
its natural resources and the to 
availability of manpower. He said lit 
that despite dramatic changes IS 
internationally, Romania ' .has 13 
remained a center of.peace and ye 
stability m the Balkan region; and tei 
as a result, succeeded in- joining be 
international European bodies. to 

At toe same time Romania built m 
good neighborly relations with its Ec 
surrounding stares; he added so 
Mr Pascale emphasized dial be 
Romania’s major concern.-today.' 
is to improve relations and widen m 
cooperation with the Arab world, tot 
The ambassador said . Jordan is a 17 
traditional friend to toe'Roma- nk 
mail, people and that diplomatic ad 


relations between toe two coun¬ 
tries began in 1965. Today, dip¬ 
lomatic relations go as far as the 
exchange of top level diplomats 
and the signing of bilateral agree¬ 
ments in the field of trade. Mr 



Ambassador Anton Pascal at the press 


Pascale said that in 1992 the 
trade'exchange totaled $53 mil¬ 
lion, a 50 percent increase'over 
1991. Such trade relations are 
likely : to- increase in - coming 
years. He saw top visit pf Minis¬ 
ter of Planning' Dr Had Fariz, 
head of the Jordanian delegation 
to toe 10to round of toe Roma-' 
man-Jordanian - Committee for 
Economic Cooperation. a$ 
strengthening the relationship 
between toe two countries. 

Over 1000 Jordanian business-, 
men have visited Romania- since 
the beginning of tins year -with 
1700 Jordauian-Romqnian compa¬ 
nies being set op there, Mr Pascale 
added.* 


People & Politics 

Continued from page 3 .V■ v ;.. 

In the first piece be;pontificated about the virtue of self-critiCisra 
before declaring that the supporters of the Brotherhood haven right to 
know that a wide-ranging debate had taken place'inside the Brother¬ 
hood's leadership before a-decirion was reached on whether to paxtid- 
pate or not in the election after parliament was dissolved and the elec¬ 
toral law amended. Abu Ghandma- said- . that ho. was against 
participation, but in toe end toe decision was that tlw -Brotoeihood will 
not contest the elections WhOe the IAJFyrilL And that's-what had hq>- 
pened. Id his second- article,, Abo Ghandma. who did riot riin for re- 
election, spent about J000- words restating the virtue of self criticism 
without actually stating anytorng toaL would sh^ l^ht oii the issue 
itself: namely the Islamist and the. elections. But he;promised, at the 
end of Iris second'.article in two Weeks.' to resume'discussion of the 
subject in the following article.; As Abri Gharieisia .promises to deal 
with the subject in future articles, he Insists that toe” details of toe Isla¬ 
mist movement's participation are critical and serious: But for that we 
wilt have to wait a bit longer. . . . . 4 ' 


mission •/;: 
comes to .; 
Amman 

AMMAN (Star)—An Austrian ; 
trade delegation, headed by/pr 
Fritz Langer, director of the. Mid-;. 
die East desk of the Austrian 
Federal Economic Chambcf. will 
be arriving Saturday 4 December 
in Amman for a two-day visit ;: 
They will represent 25 leading ■ 
Austrian manufacturers 
exporters of industrial equip-; 
ment; supplies and construction 
materials who seek to expaad- 
trade with Jordan. : - V; 

This will be toe largest Alls- :-. 
Irian trade delegation ever to thia - 
country and reflects the growing:' 

. business expectations of Austria^- 
companies for the coming era of. 
peace. . . f. 

The products demonstrated feyV- 
toe participating companies 

should be of interest to Jordartiaa •• 
industries and industrial inye&'_ 
tors, and they Include machinery^ 
such as plastic extrusion .lines; 
meat processing machlnris^ 

pumps and ; crushing 'piaixts^.. ' 
There is also a wide range of.new:; 
and second hand machines; other”’ 
equipment and materials required'.; 
for industries such as “flavors: ^ 
industrial batteries, specialVsteel - 
grades. enameled copper 'wires, 
polyamide yams.. electrical: 
equipment and cables/Agiftfaif 
exporters of timber, bufldmg-- 
boards, steel structures aw! ehd- 
tic polyurethane material^' are ibt-.- . 
getlng Jordan‘s ' contracfiijg. 
enterprises: 

Members .oftoe detegariAw . y 
offer a wide range of foodstuffs, 
paper and cardboard Two partic- ; 
ipants will. introduce products: 
.and services in the field of water ' 
technology: Water treatment' abd. ’ 
w^ste water treatment equipment 
a& welLas ductile iron - p ump jrfor - 
,water distribution systems^: 

The composition of Austrian -r 
exports to- Jordan Has changed" 
dramatically over, toe 
*ary. fa 1993, roughly, half -%ts 
the total exports are expected to / 
be industrial . machinery -aud 
transport. equipment 'Austrian; 
companies are .also keeping fatdr v 
presence in toe . market 
era of .chemicals and industt^ 
materials- required for 
toriustrial and ” soQstnffitiQd 1 - 1 
sectors. .' s7: 

- JotdartimL. exports to/Aoktifa/.. 
are mercasmg: Jordan PiujspliKp y 
Mines Go., - is again shippi^S - 
ro^ pbosftoare to Austria .-fS . 
Jord ani an clothing xoatiufacturai5:;t 
and- ^cultural products 
expaa&tg toeir exports to Aus¬ 
tria. ■ :■ . ’.“--j:- - 
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Dress rehearsal for the coming round 

• Last week the Lower House and the Govern meat crossed 
swords in what observers believed was an attempt by some depu¬ 
ties to test Prime Minister Dr Abdel Salaxn Majali in preparation 
for the confidence session which the House will hold on Sunday. 
The issue at hand was the Government's request that His Majesty 
King Hussein's Speech from tire Throne last week be considered 
as the Government policy statement on which it will seek the 
confidence of the House. A number of deputies objected to the 
Government's request and asked that Dr Majali present his own 
policy statement When Dr Majali cited Constitutional para¬ 
graphs, the deputies, led by Mafiaq deputy Abdel Karim 
Dughmi, said paragraph 54 of the Constitution did not apply to 
Dr Majali's Government which was formed when the 11th Par¬ 
liament was legal and which was later dissolved. Deputy Abdel 
Razzaq Tbeishat (Irbid) supported Dughmi's call and said 
Government should not consider the Speech from the Throne its 
policy when in fact the speech reviewed the policies of the last 
two governments. Dughmi, a former mmistw in the Government 
of Taher A1 Masri, went even further by suggesting that the Gov¬ 
ernment resign and explain why it dissolved the former 
Parliament 

But Dr Majali stuck to his point that the Government's request 
was in total submission to the Constitution, which offered him no 
alternative. When the matter was put to the vote, Dughmi's 
request received only 17 votes. Seventy-three deputies attended 
that session. 

The confrontation was also interpreted by observers to show 
that the 12th Parliament will not be a tool in the hand of the Gov¬ 
ernment as it was portrayed by the press. Of course it could also 
have been a way to attract the attention of the Premier. Hie 
Prime Minister was busy working out the last details of his much 
anticipated Government reshuffle. A trouble-maker deputy can 
be dealt with in many ways, the easiest of which is to make him a 
minister! 

So this week's skirmish could have been a dress rehearsal of 
things to come. On Sunday, the deputies will have their chance to 
address the Government on many issues. One issue that will cer¬ 
tainly come about is the dissolution of the last Parliament and die 
amendment of the electoral law. Dr Majali will have to answer 
back and refute the allegations that will be directed towards him. 
Another issue will be the peace process, which will be raised by 
the IAF and leftist deputies. 

There is no doubt that Dr Majali has be Defined from last Sun¬ 
day's confrontation. He probably altered his tactics as a result. In 
the end he chose not to include deputies in his Government—a 
bold stirp that^gtifes against tradition so far. But we can bet safety 
that Dr>%yaljllgDQW that he will win the ccaifi*alarpfthel*5Q^ 
no matlefwhat Government he forms... . . 

Jordanians in Kuwait: Chilling facts 

■ Recent revelations about the conditions of 10 Jordanian pris¬ 
oners on death row in Kuwait are chilling to say the leash A l Red 
reported this week that an American lawyer who visited Kuwait 
has confirmed that the prisoners have been tortured while under 
incarceration and that their trials were illegal and unfair. Louise 
Kinkcr. who visited Kuwait os a member of an American human 
rights delegation, was quoted by the paper as saying that the Jor¬ 
danians were not charged with murder and that their convictions 
and the sentences passed on them do not relate to evidence. She 
described the difficulties being faced by Jordanians and Palestini¬ 
ans still living in Kuwait. They can’t obtain or renew woik and 
residency permits while being prevented from obtaining visas for 
their immediate relatives. They cant send their children to gov¬ 
ernment schools, and they are constantly persecuted because of 
their nationality. Their salaries have been cut in half and at least 
50 Jordanians and Palestinians are known to have disappeared 
without a trace since the Gulf War. These revelations about the 
hardship being endured by Jordanians and Palestinians in Kuwait 
deserve the immediate attention of both Government and Parlia¬ 
ment. Pressure must be brought to bear on the Kuwaiti govern¬ 
ment to guarantee the safety and well-being of our nationals in 
Kuwait. At the same time, the issue must not be turned into a 
national hysteria by Parliament so as not to jeopardize the safety 
of Jordanians in Kuwait. Quiet diplomacy has a role in this crisis. 

Arafat's •democratic' leadership in 
question 

■ Is the peace process dead? Not really, but it may have bumped 
into stone waUs. While waiting for the 13 December deadline to 
come the Palestinians, both inside and outside the tern tones, are 
wondering about the credibility of their own leadership. 77a? Star 
has learned that a number of prominent Palestinian buanessmmi 
and intellectuals have met recently in Europe and decidedI topres- 
sure PLO leader Yasser Arafat into adopting more demcwratic 
wavs in dealing with the liberated territories andthe jiitureTales- 
S entity that will established there. The Palwtmian heavy¬ 
weights dispatched a strongly-worded letter to 

leadership in Tunis in which they outlined their demand that a 
consultative council be formedto advise the 

Nfr /Sa® vehofs still smarting from the defeat suf- 
the uppish* 011 especially inside the Occupt 

Islamists and the elections: The right to 
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mcr deputy, has attempted to the isum ^ Duslour 

in the last elections puWi y - j ^ craned much con- 
new. paper only to to ask that 

trot era) and that a numb«rof entitled "The Islamists and 

he retrains from articles reflect his personal 

the Elections. W ^ n ®^.^ inlcreslo f the Muslim movement 
opinion and that it isn . „ ^ negative aspects of the ta¬ 
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Senate Speaker Mr Ahmad Al Lawxi, Monday, presents the Upper House's reply to the 23 November Speech from the Throne 
to His Majesty the King, at the Royal Court Senate members were also present Also on Monday, the Lower House presented 
its reply to the King's speech. Speaker Taher Al Masri, accompanied by Lower House members, delivered the reply. "The tree 
of democracy promises a bright future with the help of God and through our will and ability to overcome all challenges and dif¬ 
ficulties in this critical and difficult stage in the Arab Nation's history," King Hussein later told the Senate and Lower House 
members of Parliament after hearing their replies. 


Mohammed Asfour on the private sector 

‘Vie control the 
backbone of the country’ 


Editor's note: Mr Mohammed 
Asfour has come a long way 
since he graduated with his 
masters degree in economics 
from Eastern Michigan Uni¬ 
versity in the United States. 
Today he is chair man of Inter¬ 
national Traders and of 
Comcent Trading and Con¬ 
tracting Co. and a member of 
the board of a long list of pub¬ 
lic share-holding companies. 
He became chairman of tiie 
Federation of Jordanian 
Chambers of Commerce in 
1988. Mr Asfour recently took 
time out of exceedingly full 
schedule to speak with Eco¬ 
nomic Perspectives editor 
Chris Hume. 

How would you describe the 
relationship between the com¬ 
mercial and the industrial sec¬ 
tors in Jordan? 

It is natural that there is com¬ 
petition between the industrial 
and the commercial sectors. We 
believe the role of the industrial 
sector should end at the factory 
gate—after that, anything con¬ 
cerning their productions should 

dr *® 8 & .rasp? 

dial sector, ^ —_^ - -7T 

j-t^We believe 'that any. industry 

“*7s really a birtlToflhe activities 
of the commercial sector. This 
creates a certain competition 
because the industrial sector 
doesn’t accept this fact. 

In Jordan, for example, we 
have 78,000 commercial compa¬ 
nies registered against less than 
2,000 industrial companies— 
most of which are very, very 
light handicraft industries. The 
only major industries are in min¬ 
ing, and these are mostly run by 
the public sector. 

Are you concerned, though, 
fli^t there is an nnusual 
degree of suspicion between 
the two sectors In Jordan? 
Why, for instance, have indus¬ 
trialists and businessmen 
toQed to develop a single 
umbrella organization to rep¬ 
resent their interests in negoti¬ 
ations with the government? 

this is an on-going issue. It is 
mainly because the industrialists 
do not feel that they are a small 
sector of the economy. They 
feel that they are a major sector 
and therefore they would like to 
have power within that 
umbrella. 

The commercial sector has no 
objection to the industrialists 
having a large role and [the 


commercial sector] are 
willing to compromise a 
lot for (he sake of encour¬ 
aging industry—because 
after all, the result is the 
benefit of the country. 

Now our idea is to have a 
Federation of chambers 
of commerce, industry 
and agriculture—just as 
all the other chambers in 
the world. In the past the 
Chamber of Industry 
used to be a part of the 
Federation. 

But the law governing 
the chambers in Jordan 
says that all the chambers 
must come under the 
Federation of Chambers 
of Commerce. So it is 
mostly a personal fight 
for the leadership of the 
umbrella. which is 
extremely unfortunate... 

I said [to the industrial¬ 
ists] that we are even willing to 
have the 12-member board of 
directors of the Federation com¬ 
posed of twelve people from the 
industrial sector. We said let us 
have the chairmanship elected 
from both sectors, from all 
members, and they 

I because they know what the result 

II will be. .-• 

To what degree does tins disu¬ 
nity damage the interests of the 
private sector as a whole in its 
relations with the government? 
For example, was the Govern¬ 
ment able to play the industrial 
and commercial sectors against 
each other during negotiations 
regarding the in trod action of the 
proposed sales tax? 

They did not really play one sec¬ 
tor against the other. The interests 
are different. 

The industrial sector is seeking 
blind protection and this is not the 
way to improve our industries. Our 
industries must face competition, 
and should they close their eyes to 
this our finished products are 
going to be in a mess. 

When are you expecting the 
sales tax to be introduced? 

It wiU definitely be introduced in 
the first few months of the life of 
the new Parliament because it is on 
the priority list. 

And wED it be an improvement 
over the old prodnetion tax? 

I would like to see this tax come 
within a reform plan for the whole 
tax policy, and not to come as 
another tax on the people or the 



Mohammed Asfour 


businessmen... We still don't 
know if this is going to be over 
and above other taxes... 

I also feel such a tax requires 
deeper study. We don't have the 
infrastructure for the new tax: a 
1 JaxgCrpSrt of our business peppip, 
are nix capable of keeping books: 
our sales habits involve a lot of 
bargaimngTlhere is a lot of move¬ 
ment of goods by promise and 
long term payments; and you 
need the right [check-out] 
machines and programs for the 
small business person. 

We are not educated yet for 
such a big step. Educating the 
people is necessary and takes a lot 
of time. I think the people will be 
willing once they understand, but 
if you dump it on them, it is like 
throwing a person into the sea 
who doesn’t know how to swim. 

More generally, how effective 
can the Federation be in , 
defending the interests of its 
members? 

We feel we are very effective. 
We are building bridges between 
the Government and the private 
sector. Through the democratic 
system that wc have now we have 
made great improvements in 
opening the doors of decision 
makers, to sit down and discuss 
with them—and maybe have 
influence on economic derisions. 
Ministers are meeting with us at 
this chamber. They come and dis¬ 
cuss problems face to face. 

It used to be hard, but now we 
don’t even need to press the need 
for such meetings. They under¬ 
stand the need for better ties 


between the two sides. 

Are you satisfied with the 
relationship then? 

What 1 would like to see is for 
us not to be just giving ideas 
from the fringe. We would like 
to sit with the Government and 
be pan of the economic 
decisions... 

in the future we hope that the 
economic family can have a real 
influence on elections to Parlia¬ 
ment and on who is going to be 
minister of what, because we 
control the backbone of the 
country. 

It's the economy which talks 
today. In this new world order 
with the GAIT and the 
NAFTA... the gates should be 
opened for us to move in and 
show the power of economics. 

WID the new Parliament 
serve the interests of the busi¬ 
ness better than the last? 

Most definitely. In the past we 
really couldn’t speak the same 
language. The committees were 
not composed of people who 
were specialized in their sub¬ 
jects. So our job. (hen, was to 
educate these people before we 
could request anything and it 
made our mission'v&ry difficulL 

We have lots of members now 
in Parliament that are business 
people, that are economists, and 
we can speak the same language. 


, V v 




Chronicle 


Edited by Bilal Hijjaw 


TCC cuts Teletec out 

■ Teletec, the US high-tech manufacturer based in North Caro¬ 
lina which bid for the Mafraq telephone grid lender may have 
lost the contract to the French telecommunications giant Alcatel. 
Though Telctcc’s bid was JD 500.000 lower than the French 
company, the Jordan Telecommunications Corp. (TCCi did net 
even bother to explain why it awarded the contract to Alcatel, 
charges Teletec’s owner Mr Hafez Al Farouki. He says his com¬ 
pany. which specializes in turnkey telecommunications projects, 
spent a “lot of time and money preparing for the tender. - ' An 
.Arab American and engineer by profession, he is convinced that 
the tender may have been lost because TCC docs not want to 
deal with a company with heavy Arab influence. 

Mr Farouki says he may take the case lo court, “i can’t lind a 
single reason for not getting the contract." He says his company 
has done numerous and more complex installations in the l ; S 
and elsewhere. "The FBI. DEA. Coast Guard and Sheriff 
Departments [in the US], among other groups arc our clients." 
as well as Jordan. Telcl^e completed a more complex 
microwave project in JorJan to the full satisfaction of .mother 
Government depanmem in competition with Alcatel. The engi¬ 
neer says he may have become another inveMor-disbelieier in 
the possibilities in his own country. Mr Farouki spent over two 
years scouring the market and it scene, that "we do not fee! too 
welcome here." His company in the US could he nulling him 
out of here and "I have better things to do with my time But no. 
ni fight." he promises. 

Conference on current regional issues 

M Fricdrich-Naumann-Siiftung. an agency of the Liberal P.in> 
in Germany, will hold an international conference oil "The 
Future of the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean Region ir: 
regards to the Middle East Peace Process". The conference will 
be held at the Palestine Hotel in Alexandria. Egypt between b- 
12 December. It will deal with various subjects relating to the 
region including the Israel-PLO agreement, regional coopera¬ 
tion. security and arms control. Political changes and develop¬ 
ments in the Southern and Eastern Mediterranean and Europe's 
new' concepts for cooperation will also be on the agenda. 

MMIS in Ramallah 

M MMIS. management consultants based in Amman, have 
joined forces with the Cairo Amman Bank to run a market 
research unit in Ramallah. MMIS will run the management side 
of the unit bul in coordination with the Jordanian bank's branch 
based in Ramallah. It will be expected (o conduct its operations 
using the talents available in the Occupied Territories. The sen¬ 
ior partners at MMIS believe that demand for consultancy ser¬ 
vices will rise as the economy in the self-rule areas expand. 


Will Arafat sign the monetary agreen, 

M Jordanian and Palestinian officials said Mr Yassir A 


reement? 

Arafat is 

reluctant lo sign a banking agreement with Jordan. Hoping 
Israel would eventually endorse establishing a central monetary' 
system in the Occupied Territories. Mr Arafat may still want to 
introduce the Palestinian pound, reported the Associated Press. 
Dr Mohammad Al Nabulsi. governor of the Central Bank of Jor¬ 
dan. announced earlier that the Jordanian dinar will become the 
legal tender in the self-rule areas. The agreement reached with 
Jordan is still with Mf Arafat awaiting approval. An official at 
the CBJ said Jordan was waiting PLO approval before laying 
down the financial mechanisms. It is said that Jordan is close to 
finalizing an agreement with Israel on supervising banking in 
the Occupied Territories?^but this is also .haired on Arafat's 
approval. The' agreement js about forming a joint Jordartian- 
Palestinian committee for'administrating banking and'ttnancial - 
activities in the self-rule areas. Economists have advised Mr 
Arafat against introducing a Palestinian currency in the transi¬ 
tion period. Mr Yusif Sayegh. head of the Palestinian economic 
delegation to the multilateral talks, said introducing a national 
currency would be disastrous to the economy. 


Majali reshuffles Government 

Continued from page 1 


net portfolios. 

/mother deputy said that the 
Government will be mistaken if 
its thinks that the Lower House 
has been "dec I awed" or that it is 
"domesticated" as be put it The 
deputy, who requested anonym¬ 
ity. added that Dr Maiali should 
not think that his application for 
confidence, which the Lower 
House will consider on Sunday, 
will be as "smooth" as he might 
think "We will not be merciful 
with the Government when it 
commits mistakes." the deputy 
said. "We will not oppose the 
peace process since it is a 
national demand, but we will not 
pass laws that easily." 

By Wednesday afternoon. 27 
deputies bad registered to speak 
on Sunday's session. That figure 
will undoubtedly rise. 

Lower House sources said the 
confidence session will last for 
days, but the Government should 
expect to win at least 50 votes in 
its favor. Dr Majali asked last 
week that His Majesty’s Speech 
from the Throne be adopted as 
the Government’s policy state¬ 
ment It was. bat after a lengthy 
and heated debate, (see People & 
Politics) 

But observers believe most 
deputies will not be hard on Dr 
Majali and that the experience of 
former Prime Minister Mudar 
Badran with the 11th Parliament 


will not be repeated. 

Dr Majali is the second Prime 
Minister since 1991 who had 
requested that the Speech from 
the Throne be considered as Gov¬ 
ernment policy statement. The 
first was former Prime Minister 
Sharif Zaid Ben Shaker. 

A number of deputies had 
accused Dr Majali of using the 
Speech as a "shield" to avoid 
strong criticism of his Govern¬ 
ment, which had dissolved the 
forma 1 Parliament and amended 
unilaterally the electoral law. 
Sources close to Dr Majali had 
said that be actually wanted to 
submit a Government policy 


statement, but the Constitution is 
clear on this point 

But the deputies promised to 
discuss in detail die plans and 
projects of Dr Majali's Govern¬ 
ment. Dr Majali can expect 
another scrutiny in a Few weeks' 
time when the House will debate 
and vote on his draft budget law 
for next year. 

Political sources expect Dr 
Majali's Government to last until 
after the signing of the Jordanian- 
Israeli peace treaty and that 
another government will then 
take over the responsibility of 
normalizing relations with Israel 
in peacetime. ■ 
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Japan offers a floating power station 

Continued from page 1 

valuable addition to the infrastructure of the future Palestine entity. 

A competing gas-turbine plant is also being proposed by the Egyp¬ 
tians. Mr Farouki says he sees less advantages present in the gas tur¬ 
bine offer The diesel engine used in the Japanese offer could easily 
be operated and maintained by the available local talent, no special 
training is required.” The Egyptian plant uses a gas-powered engine, 
requiring a highly specialized staff to operate and maintain the plant— 
not available freely in the Occupied Territories. And the need to lay 
down a gas pipeline connecting the Gaza plant to Egypt makes the 
development, an even more expensive project. “Pipelines are vulnera¬ 
ble to sabotage and leakage," The Israeli government has its condi¬ 
tions, “they wait a share in gas as well." Diesel i$ available in most 
Arab countries, "this is an added edge." The project "complements any 
possible future infrastructural developments" rendering its low cost a 
very attractive strategic addition to the future grid. ■ 


Take a break from work at Al Mansaf 
Restaurant. Our new Executive Lunch is 
exciting, satisfying and incredible value at 
only JD 8.500++ per person. Whether it's a 
quick bite, or a leisurely business meal, 
this is a deal you can’t afford to miss out 
on. 

So the next time you're out for lunch, make 
sure you're at the Marriott. 

For information and reservation please 
call: 607607 Ext. 4. 
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Walking the final mile 

SINCE THE peace process mutated into the PLO-Israel agreement of last Septem¬ 
ber. the region has been going through unprecedented political upheavals. 
Shrouded in secrecy, the public, most notably the Palestinians who are awaiting 
the implementation of the accord on 13 December, were left out in the cold. 

This brings us to the war scenes of Gaza City and its outskirts. This week has 
seen an escalation of violence that has taken us back to the early days of the Inti¬ 
fada back in 19S8. It is difficult not to associate these bloody confrontations with 
the lack of breakthroughs on the political front or with the PLO style of leadership. 

The top leadership, on both sides, must realize the seriousness of the situation. 
For one thing, there is no turning back to the era of pre-13 September 1993. The 
die is cast and the leaders of both peoples must live up to their words if they are to 
survive the shock of failure. 

Naturally one blames the Israelis, as occupiers, for letting things slip in that dra¬ 
matic manner. The killing of demonstrators, the hunting down of fugitives and the 
refusal to give way for the new political forces that have been unleashed by the 
September agreement, represent the classical symptoms of an imperialist power on 
the eve of its departure, if not eviction, from the land it has colonized for so many 
years. One would be naive to believe that the disengagement between Israelis and 
Gazans would be amicable or pain-free. 

The heart of the matter is that the on-going killings and confrontations will not 
change the inevitable—nor will they affect the outcome of the process. It is silly 
on the part of Mr Rabin to even talk about a few days' delay in withdrawal: In fact 
he should be in a hurry to pack up and leave. One more day or week in Gaza will 
only turn that sordid place into a furnace whose fires wall not be quenched. 

On the other hand, our fear is that the final days before the Israeli departure in 
Gaza are also demonstrating the classical symptoms of a young nation in revolu¬ 
tion. The examples of India, Burma, Kenya, Algeria and others come to mind. The 
PLO Chairman, Mr Arafat, must realize that there will a lot of soul-searching to be 
done on the part of his people once the occupiers have left. He cannot expect to 
enter Gaza as a liberator for the road to liberation was paved before him by count¬ 
less victims; boys in their teens, women who were gunned down in cold blood, and 
men who suffered the intolerable in Israeli jails. 

It would be a classic mistake to ignore the pleas and demands of the Palestinians 
inside the Occupied Territories. Mr Arafat must not commit the unforgivable blun¬ 
der of assuming responsibiliW^fori^e^trmai 1 ! 1 de&fihy? That issue/an maitenaWe' 
right,: belongs to generations^ Phl^s^taii^ihsitUi^aldstine and intbfcdiaspGra--!^ 

As we approach the 13 December deadline, Israel will learn the benefits of mov¬ 
ing in into another phase of its sensational existence. The separation will leave a 
vulnerable nation to deal with a bitter harvest, a legacy of deprivation and suffer¬ 
ing. Mr Arafat should walk the final mile with his people, not ahead of them. ■ 
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A Kurdish woman threatens to pour gasoline on herself and set herself on fire in protest of 
the German government's banning of the Kurdish Worker's Party (PKK) and the closure of 
the Kurdish Cultural Center. Kurds claim that the Turkish army is using German weapons 
which were delivered as part of the North Atlantic Treaty Organization (NATO) in its strug¬ 
gle against the PKK. Germany outlawed the PKK and 34 other militant Kurdish bodies last 
week. Germany's move followed a similar crackdown by the French authorities, prompting 
several days of demonstrations concentrated in Paris. Some 450,000 Kurds live in Germany. 
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aim—Arafat 


Editor's note: This is an edited 

verson of a speech made by Mr 
Yasser Arafat, President of the 
state at Palestine on the occa¬ 
sion of the UN-designated 
International Day of SolHdarity 
with the Palestinian people on 
the 29th of November. 

ON THE occasion of the Interna¬ 
tional Day of Solidarity with the 
Palestinian People on 29 Novem¬ 
ber, I would like to convey to you 
in die name of the Palestinian 
people, members of the Palestine 
Liberation Organization's Execu¬ 
tive, and the new Palestinian 
National Authority (PNA). our 
greetings. My deepest thanks go 
to HE Mr Keba Birane Gsse, 
Chairman of the Committee on 
the Exercise of the inalienable 
Rights of the Palestinian People 
for his important efforts be has 
been exerting to reaffirm our peo¬ 
ple's rights and to promote them 
on all levels and in all fields. 

I convey as well, my deepest 
thanks to HE Dr Boutros Boutros 
Ghali, the secretary general of the 
United Nations for his follow up 
and sponsorship of your 
esteemed Committee. These valu¬ 
able efforts will strengthen the 
role of the UN in solving interna¬ 
tional crises, especially that of the 
Middle East the quintessence of 
which is the cause of Palestine. 1 
would like to commend the 
important role being played by 
the UN, its institutions and spe¬ 
cialized agencies, in maintaining , 
strengthening, underlining and 
protecting the rights of Palestini¬ 
ans and in providing assistance in 
order to alleviate their suffering 
and tragic living conditions. In all 
this, your Committee played a 
significant role. 

The meeting of your esteemed 
committee takes place in impor¬ 
tant circumstances and at a time 
of great changes in our region, 
putting it at a strategic cross¬ 
roads. It will either move forward 
on die track of democracy, devel¬ 
opment and prosperity thus 
strengthening peace stability and 
prosperity, or it will push it into 
the abyss of confusion, wars, 
calamities and balkanization. 


tion of UN Security Council reso¬ 
lutions 242 and 338. it is neces¬ 
sary to achieve tangible progress 
on all other tracks to bring about 
the Israeli withdrawal from tire 
Arab and Palestinian Occupied 
Territories, including Holy 
Jerusalem¬ 
ite Declaration of Principles 
which we signed in Washington 
on 13 September 1993 stipulates 
that the Israelis should withdraw 
completely bom the Gaza Strip 
and Jericho areas where the PNA 
will be established at the same 
time; the rest of the West Bank 
will be under the interim period, 
during which the issues of Arab 
Jerusalem, the refugees, and the 
final status of the settlements, 
will be discussed 
no latex than the 
beginning of the 
third year in 

establish their . 

final status. ^ 

The agree- 

meat also ^ 

stipulates that 
free legislative 
elections be 

conducted to 1 

elect the Pales tin- 
ian Council which 
will have wide rang- 
ing legislative powers 
that cover all the 
occupied Palestin- 
ian territories, 
including Holy 
Jerusalem. ^ 

At the same time, 
we are working an 
establishing the struc- 
tures and institutions • 1 
necessary to implement this \ 
agreement on the ground. Our : 
Palestinian Central Council has 
ratified litis agreement, framed 
the PNA, and chose me as its 
president We have formed the 
Palestinian Economic Council for 
Development and Reconstruction 
to plan and formulate economic 


fiiQy, m a spirit of midezstaadzng 
and equality, and file resolution 
of arising inert differences 
and obstacles by peaoefol dia¬ 
logue and arbitration. It also 
depends on the will of the inter¬ 
national community, who are wit¬ 
nesses to the a g reement, to pKH 
vide the necessary and; heeded 
support for its success. This 
requires big, sincere efforts from 
all brothers and friends, and all 
who love peace die world over. 

Undoubtedly you' know we 
have to rebuild oar Palestinian 
national structures and institu¬ 
tions and die infrastructures of 
our national economy because 
the Israeli military authorities and 
the Israeli civil administration 
have destroyed. most of diem. 

This puts great finan- 
. dal, material and 
moral responsibili- 
ties on our shoul- 
* ders, ' requiring 
support from the 
international 
community, ' for 
our people on all 
^ fW levels with all 
kinds of political, 
economic, material 
end moral assis- 
tance. We express- 
our thanks tothe 
donor cram- 
mV tries who 
M have pledged 

aKTsXjdy us $23 Ba- 

yCypjrjr lion, over a 
\.yCy*C vjr period of five 
wTaC \rl years as their 

SX Vy contribution...: to 
(O’PT this difficult. pro- 
cess. Yet.we would 
ff'/P like to. assure you that 

f the programs we have 

put together with the help of 
the World Bank and. other 
friendly Traces, require .greater 
amounts than what, has ybeea 
already pledged, exceeding^$12 
billion until, the end ra the 
century. "i.i... 


. effective role to play in 
-the process of inatpoin- 
ing peace in tile, world. 

The implementation of 
this historic a g reement 
. is part of tiK process of 
' . maintainin g peace, in the 

world. We call upon tire 
UN to help us develop, 
this role in the.territory 
• of our PNA on all levels 
: and in all fields, in such 
a way as to foster the 
opportunities of consoli¬ 
dating peace and stabil¬ 
ity in our region, which 
is of strategic' impor¬ 
tance to the world. 

We are aware of the trig role of 
the UN in helping our people 
carry out many s c h em es, plans 
and programs in education 
-health, the environment, protec¬ 
tion of heritage and holly places, 
through its organs and special¬ 
ized agencies like United Nations 
Development Program; United 
Nations Relief and Works 
-Agency, United Nations interna¬ 
tional Development Organiza¬ 
tion, United Nations Educational 
Scientific and Cultural Organiza¬ 
tion, and United Nations .Chil¬ 
dren's Rind. These programs 
affect the daily lives of our peo¬ 
ple which have to be improved so 
our people will be able to feel the 
benefits of just peace, foster its 
foundations and promote it in the 
region as. a whole; . 

We want to build a society 
which tiie Israeli occupation was 
.able tb destroy:.OlT of its national 
institutions and -foe infrastruc¬ 
tures of its national- economy. 
Oir efforts in building tins home¬ 
land will match only our dreams 
and the dreams of our people to 
buSd their independent state with 
Arab Jenisalem as its capital. We 
want to build ajnodern and open.' 
society based on justice, social 
cooperatirav and fiteecononsics; 
si society founded on democracy; 



prosperity, or it wiii push it mto This agreement does in fact represent a turningpoint m the _ 
“LT'mSzS: history of the Palestinian cause and the Arab-IsrdeE conflict 
2^*1% ^fT*?*** 11 ih^cKicZma&itosrtpfor M fjgtualeffort to 

forces of darkness and retrogres- - Tirnve tit a just, permanentand comprehensive peace at the 
£ ££ »' S Middle East region on the basis of the implementation of UN 

“Sw?i« ,n wh id , Security Council resolutions 242 and338 fy 


forces of darkness and retrogres¬ 
sion to control, and the threat that 
this poses to world peace and 
security. 

This is the situation in which 
we live today since signing the 
agreement of the Declaration of 
Principles and Mutual Recogni¬ 
tion between the PLO and the 
Government of IsraeL This agree¬ 
ment does in fact represent a 
turning point in the history of the 
Palestinian cause and the Arab- 
Israeh conflict It is as well the 
basic step necessary for our 
mutual effons to arrive at a just 
permanent and comprehensive 
peace in the Middle East region 
on the basis of the implemenia- 


policies in the Palestinian territo¬ 
ries, and to specify, plan and 
cany out the projects. We are 
also establishing Palestinian 
security forces which are the pil¬ 
lar for consolidating the founda¬ 
tions of peace, security and sta¬ 
bility in the region. 

However, tile success of this 
agreement depends firstly on the 
intention and care of both parties 
to implement its articles failb- 


Thus, we think foe implemen¬ 
tation of this agreement puts 
additional responsibilities on foe 
UN and its organizations, agen¬ 
cies and member states to partici¬ 
pate with us in. building and 
reconstruction, and in tbe imple¬ 
menting, guaranteeing and con¬ 
solidating the stages of foe agree¬ 
ment and supervising its various 
stages. 

Tbe UN has an important and- 


politkaU pluralism and participa¬ 
tion by all social forces of our 
people; a society based not on 
racism and bate but on- justice 
and equality-before the. law; 
respect of Iranian rights and basic 
and! political -freedoms; a 
dynamic society in which women 
participates with men; a society 
which provides opportunities for 
our people to enable them to take 
the initiative and work, asodety- 
based rat good neighbrafiness and' 


Faithful to their ideology: 


How the Mujaheddin see 

Mullahs of 1 ran 


Islamic Fundamentalism: The 
New Global Threat 
By Mohammad Mohaddessin 
Seven Locks Press, 214 pp 
$18.95 (paperback $1495) 

Reviewed by 

Milton Viorst 

IN JULY 1981, when Massoud 
Rajavi, the leader of the Muja¬ 
heddin resistance organization 
slipped out of Iran and into exile, 
be predicted the fall of the Aya¬ 
tollah Khomeini within weeks. A 
dozen years later, the Khomeini 
regime, having survived a horren¬ 
dous military defeat at foe hands 
of Iraq, internal turmoil that took 
the lives of thousands and the 


Book 

Review 


death of Khomeini himself, 
shows no sign of collapse. But 
the Muja/ieddin have also sur¬ 
vived, and Mohammad Mohad- 
dessin has produced this book as 
its witness. The boob is mis¬ 
named: it is not about "Islamic 
fundamentalism" in any general¬ 
ized sense. It is an attack on the 
mullahs who have ruled Iran 
since 1979. Though it is the work 
of an official Mujaheddin p ropa¬ 
gandist, it is skillfully done, and 
foe reader who knows little about 
tbe iron-handed theocracy that 
governs in Tehran could do 


worse than to read it 
• The Mujaheddin —foe 
word means "peoples' 
freedom fighters"—was 
organized in secret in tbe 
late 1960s to overthrow 
tbe Shah, when he was 
ridiug high as a US pro¬ 
tege. Left-wing and 
Islamic, it was violent in 
its tactics and strongly 
anti-American, which 
helps account for the sus¬ 
picion in which it is held 

by Washington to this. 
day. In the late 1970s, it 
made an alliance with 
Khomeini, and played a 
role in foe uprising of 
1979 that finally brought 
foe Shah down. But in foe 
ensuing maneuvering for 
power, Khomeini pushed 
it abruptly aside, and, ' 
after a brief and bloody 
struggle, its operations 
inside Iran came to an 
end. Those of its leaders 
who were not killed fled' 
abroad. In 1986, at Sad¬ 
dam Hussein's invitation, foe 
Mujaheddin began rebuilding in 
Iraq. Since then, it has organized 
a small army of exiles which con¬ 
ducts hit-and-run raids on Iran 
from its Iraqi bases. 

Yet battered though ii is, the 
Mujaheddin has remained faithful 
to its original ideology, a kind of 
liberal Islam, which was foe crux 
of its differences with Khomeini. 
To be a good Muslim, the Muja¬ 
heddin contends, one need not be 
fundamentalist. 

Throughout foe history of 



Islam," Mobaddessin . writes;' 
"there have been Muslims - who' 
followed Muhammad's genuine 
message of mercy and liberty 
from foe Quran, rejecting dogma^ 
tisro and fanaticism despite- 
forests of excommunication .or 
charges of heresy. This icfeologj- 
cal dash has never been limited, 
to Shiites versus Surniis. It has. 
persisted to varying dentes- 
within all Islamic communities^-.--. 
Religious attitudes have always 
been interwoven with- politics^:. 
Khomeini was, of course, not foe * 


- first tuler inthe history of Islam 

■ to take advantage of foe canon, 
(law) .to justify his authoritarian 
dictatorships The'only alterna¬ 
tive capable of countering funda¬ 
mentalism is. modern, democratic 
Islam,- which, opposes the union 
of church and stated. 1 ' -'.• 
Mobaddessin argues foal after 
Iran's effort to export its revolu¬ 
tionary dogma by force ’. was 
thwarted by Iraq, Iran-shifted its 
strategy, but; not its objective; It 
' is rearming: with more powerful 
. weaponsy tnit Jl also engages ;in 
massi ve sub versi on within po liti - * 
cally unstable .Arab countries. 
Experts are aware of Iran's effort 
-to stir Up foe Islamic masses,-but 
they arejmsure.whefoer.it isjCeiH. 
rial Kv or fit foe jnsB^ns of,.the 
... fundamentalist' surge. in Arab 
countries. Mosrof foe countries, 

. after-all, were. already enfeebled 
by caJTOpfimcr.te^^ 
merits. Unfixtumuely.Mohaddes- 
sin provides little ~ evidence u> 
resolve this uncertainty: 

; - Still; ar tbc very iMSL we can 
say that Tehran i^ io. fundamen-. 
tatism .what Moscow once was 
. foo £3ommunism; ;te example. 

. inspires'foe like-minded to attack 
'legitimate' ^overnmeots ;in the 
belief- foat they can create thdr 

- own xegimes. Similariy.- if we 
riotefoarcomimuusm wasmptm- \ 
ular , decline Jong before; .foe 

\S6 via Union's oqUqpse, we’ iray 

- wonder whether -fondamerualism 

- must be disc^t^.ankmg-foe - 
masses before -. ' the ■- mulJatfs ; 

. regime wili fan. Tiemocratic. lib- 
crating Islam r wm doubtless, 
triumph,"; Mifoaddeysitt. writes. 


tolerance and love in confotttift£-; 
with the history, culture, dvifoefo 
tiou end tradition of our people hi 
their land, Palestine, which Cod' 
has endowed to be foe rcceiver fcr = 
divine messages and saints, foe-, 
place of the nocturnal journey of_ r 
the Prophet Muhammad andJl» > 
place of foe nativity of Jcwrit.;. 
Christ. ; -..iSY: 

Just, permanent and camgrti* 
tensive peace in Palestine and foe 
Middle East is a great, noble and - 
human aim which we have 
always sought. AH of you arc qtir . 
good witness for these gigantic; - 
efforts we are making to achieve 
peace, because peace is a Palesv 
tuuan, Israeli, Arab, regional■ and , 
international responsibility. It; • 
also means solving foe problem* . 
and the causes leading to die deter-: / 
notation and the amassing of con-7 
filets and wars. Our region bra . : 
lived through a bitter period of... 
instability, wars and political,; 
economic and soda! problems for. 
over half a century, which has7, 
.sucked its energies and capahUk 
ties and deprived it and its peo-" 
pies, in particular our Palestinian - 
people, from security, dcvelop-v 
ment and growth. This continues .- 
Co: represent a grave threat and t 
danger to international peace and-', 
security. Thus your esteemed "V" 
committee has special and great 
importance in terms of following 
up on carrying out the inalienable 
rights of our Palestinian people,’ r 
fcspedajly in .the interim, period 
until Ave-arrive^at foe final phase. *. 

esfaman state with Holy Jems*--,, 
lem as its capital, for that hasfv 
cfirect importance and influence; 
on the future of peace and cooper-. 
ation in our region and the world; / 
and because the alternative to 
peace is explosion, confusion^ : 
balkanization and war. Let us all - 
work to promote a just and com- - 
prehensive peace in the land of ", 
peace, Palestine, in the area arid ' 

* n .tbe-workL Thus we look to yoo - 
with increasing hope to hdp o«r - - 
peopl^ to make a just peace suc-."^ . 
ceed, in foe interest of our people 7 
and foe people of the region, and ? 
so that our children and theirs con r ;••• 
five abright and secure future, • 


.We may hope he is right, but the; 
reports from Iran su gg est we may . 
be in for a long wait. . - -j — 

Mp had dessin would have.. ®r: - . 
believe that Iran's government ’ 
survives only on foe strength of.; 
its apparatus of oppresaoa. As ._ 
economic conditions deteriorate, ? 
he sa ys, anti-government demon-' - ■' 
stratirais increase. Bombs have. - 
exploded at military installations, - 
and -even damaged KhomtiniW 
- tomb.-. "Time is finally r unnings 
out on Khomeini's heirs, who are" .', 
engulfed hi crisis from all sides;"; 
be .writes..“Arrests, harassment-: 
and other repressive measures ’ • 
-cannot reverse the trend that has 
already b^un.” My own reading 
of these words is that they-are 
wishful thinking. "If Iran is to 
emerge from foe clutches Of Kho¬ 
meini's terrorist-religious tyr¬ 
anny," he says, "foe Mujaheddin 
are the only solution." But foe ; 
resourceful mullahs do not seem 
ready to foil, and even less likely 
• is their succession by the - 
Mujaheddin. 

Mobaddessin . acknowledges 
foat foie Mujaheddin have been/, 
decimated by the muUehs' police. 

But'foat is TKit its only problem.-' 

As befits .a movement that has =• 
spent of its years in tht ir. 
undergromrf, it .remains':: 
extremely secretive, a habit that; = 
aas crippled Us effonrto win foe’7 
world's sympathy and supports .; 
.An even stronger barrier to its - 
rapprochemept with foe internal ii ’ 
bonal community is its.continuod- 1 
d^endepce. on Saddam's ltaq.77 
obstacle, however, is./: 
Iranians themselves. Many 
would na doubt opt fora Jandef.? . 
tsiam— but they are alienated by- v,. 

organization they perceive'as:' 
a pawn of foeir historic enemy, ft* “ 
■foe end,. Mohaddessin's .silenefc ^ . 
on foe/Iraq connection Under-;-' 
foat Isiimacl - 
,w»l/ soon triumph' 1* V 


. reTi *" r was prevfoo^y 
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^ Cambodia: 

Monarchic nature of Buddhism 





% 


By MGG Pfflal 

Sw Asia Correspondent 

DECENT VISITORS of Kini 
Norodom Sthanouk, who is il 
Sj Prolate cancer, found hin 
ajert, resigned for death, and pre 
®®«V»dwith whai will happex 
roCambodva after he dies. 

unce his enthronement ii 

1 *2, ^ 2 L 7 ' year_old * domi¬ 
nated Cambodia. With no iUu- 

skmis about his mortality hr 
rece °tly asked the new govern¬ 
ment that his "future widow,' 
pnneess Monique, be allowed tc 
«ay in the royal compound ir 
Phnom Penh after he dies. 

The next King would be his 
son. pnnee Norodom Ranariddh, 

, co-pome minister who now 
plays the political role his father 
did after abdicating in favor ot 
bis father in 1954. 

Whatever reservations the out¬ 
side world has about this, the 
a»ice is well received in Cambo¬ 
dia. What King Sihanouk has 
«>ne is to anchor the monarchy 
firmly into the Cambodian con¬ 
sciousness. Indeed Cambodian 
developments in the past decade 
nave to be seen in the context of 
the Buddhist King's duty ro his 
people. 

Buddhist kings are worshipped 
and revered as Devarajas god 
kings. He should die, where pos¬ 
sible, in his bed in the palace or 
in battle, especially if he is more 
man 60 years old. When King 
Sihanouk's grandfather died away 
from his palace in 1941, the 
French maneuvered to overlook 
the son's claims to pm his son on 
the throne. The French under¬ 
stood this Buddhist view only too 
well, but King Sihanouk ended 
French colonialism in 1954. 

A Buddhist, on completing his 
fifth lustrum of 12 years—that is, 
the age of 60—prepares for die 
afterlife. The Cambodian Bud¬ 
dhist clergy accepted King Siha¬ 
nouk's exile during the civil war 
as an engagement in war. So, the 
Cambodian crisis was settled— 
not because the United Nations 
or the world powers wanted it 


to—but because an old man 
desired to return to his palace in 
Phnom Penh to die. His 4 «*ih 
now could well upset the fragile, 
tentative, gove rnmental frame¬ 
work chat exists. But the resur¬ 
rected monarchy gives survival a 
better chance in this staunchly 
Buddhist nation. 

Initial fears about the Khmer 
Rouge and its role i gn ored Cam¬ 
bodian perceptions. When the 
United States and the West 
rejected the Khmer Rouge's par¬ 
ticipation in the democratic Kam¬ 
puchean government-in-exile, it 
was surprised that there was no 
such hostility for the Khmer 
Rouge amongst the people. One 
should not be surprised if Cam¬ 
bodia distances herself from the 
United States when peace is 
eventually restored. After all. an 
American-backed coup by Gen¬ 
eral Lon Nol unseated the then 
Prince Sihanouk in 1970. 

In all this, Western perceptions 
of human rights or good govern¬ 
ance is irrelevant, however desir¬ 
able they may be. The arbitrary 
imposition of alien political val¬ 
ues on a country ill-prepared for 
it produces impressive computer 
printouts and near-perfect voting 
figures but does nothing to the 
body politic. The impressive 


tag smoothness and orderliness 
of the decimal exercise. The 
scepticism of its impact (fid not 
dampen the euphoria of "democ¬ 
racy back in yet another authori¬ 
tarian country." 

The King has become all- 
powerful in the new democratic 
Cambodia, with the elected gov¬ 
ernment deferring most decisions 
to him. One ambassador said 
when he enquired about Cambo¬ 
dia's support for his country's 
candidate for a UN position, be 
was told to await King Siha¬ 
nouk's decision. This and other 
examples can be multiplied and 
underscores the King's dominant 
influence. 

The monarchic namre of Bud¬ 
dhist polity should not be under¬ 
estimated. Thailand has the same 
reverence for her Deveraja, King 
Bbumipbol Adulyadej. as the 
Laotians do for theirs. The 
French were careful not to dis¬ 
lodge Buddhist polity as Britain, 
for instance, did; King Thibaw. 
Burma's last Buddhist King, was 
exiled to India in the last century, 
and had his daughters married to 
his Indian guards to remove any 
trace of his lineal descendants. In 
Laos, after the communists took 
over, they were careful to main¬ 
tain the King in their collective 


Few would admit , let alone concede , 
that Cambodia is kept afloat not by the 
granting of universal suffrage but by the 
comforting presence of the King , 
entwined with Buddhist myths, and 
national perceptions built up over 
centuries 


electoral results in a Cambodia 
ravaged by two decades of civil 
war that destroyed its poor infra¬ 
structure in the early 1970s was 
laughable at besL The United 
Nations took credit for the seem- 


conscience. 

The United Stales lost an 
important psychological victory 
in the Vietcong’s Tet offensive in 
1968 but sealed their fate, so far 
as the Vietnamese were con- 



Sihanouk reviewing a royal honor guard in Phnom Penh 


cemed. US troops, during the bat¬ 
tle for Hue, crossed a symbolic 
bridge in the Hue palace grounds 
which tradition demanded only 
the Emperor could: many died. 

But this reliance on the monar¬ 
chy fbr stability conflicts with 
current democratic trends. Few 
would admit, let alone concede, 
that Cambodia is kept afloat not 
by the granting of universal suf¬ 
frage but by the comforting pres¬ 
ence of the King, entwined with 
Buddhist myths, and national per¬ 
ceptions built up over centuries. 

In the several interviews l had 
with then prince Sihanouk over 
the past 25 years this perception 
of the god King—even though 
he was not king then—came 
through, as it did even among 
Khmer Rouge leaders. The West 
could not understand Prince Siha¬ 
nouk's support for the Khmer 
Rouge, though it murdered 17 of 
his children. But in the Cambo¬ 
dian consciousness, it was the 


Khmer Rouge which avenged his 
overthrow and brought him back 
from exile in the 1970s. 

One man who understood this 
and set in motion the chain of 
events that led to the return of 
King Sihanouk is Malaysia's for¬ 
mer foreign minister and now 
foreign policy adviser. Tan Sri 
Ghazali Shafie. Even the 
ASEAN countries stayed aloof as 
be all but single-handedly forged 
the tripartite coalition that came 
into being in Kuala Lumpur in 
1983. 

He says the reason for that was 
three-fold: One the West ada¬ 
mantly opposed the Vietnamese- 
backed Heng Samrio regime in 
power. Two, it equally opposed 
the KhmeT Rouge, the govem- 
ment-in-exile recognized by the 
United Nations. Three, the need 
for a coalition that would over¬ 
shadow and represent the Khmer 
Rouge, with whom many govern¬ 


ments would not sit with. 
Although ASEAN did send their 
ambassadors to the signing cere¬ 
mony, it was Tan Sri Ghazatfs 
show; ASEAN's support came 
later. 

He believed that Prince Siha¬ 
nouk was the fulcrum in any 
peace mTint, that the Khmer 
Rouge could not be ignored, and 
that he should mollify the West's 
incessant dislike for them. After 
several false starts, the coalition 
took off. Once it did, other coun¬ 
tries which had stayed aloof 
rushed in to gamer the credit. 
The United Nations came with 
often impractical ideas to ensure 
peace, but the denouement is one 
which the Cambodians have to 
formulate fbr themselves. Lead¬ 
ing this transformation is the 
dying King Sihanouk. But future 
JGng Ranariddh, no doubt, will 
provide the same leadership. ■ 


* 


NOW THAT the North American 
Free Trade Agreement (NAFTA) 
has passed a crucial test in the 
United States. Latin American 
nations are lining up to join a 
pact they believe brings closer to 
reality a free-trade zone for the 
whole hemisphere. 

Indeed, US- Congressman Jim 
Kolbe war dxptScl^rgStoltt. ,ty: 
introduce T lbfei'sl3Hbn l ma^ Would 
allow Chile to join NAFTA, 
which removes trade barriers 
among Mexico, the United States 


and Canada. 

Under NAFTA's so-called 
accession clause, other nations in 
the Western Hemisphere— 
including the Caribbean—may 
join with the approval of the 
three legislatures of the current 
NAFTA participants. 

All of the hemisphere's nations, 
except Cuba, have signed frame¬ 
work agreements, basically an 
expression of their interest in a 
regional free-trade zone, dubbed 
the Enterprise of the Americas 
Initiative under the Bush admin¬ 


istration. Many enthusiastically 
back NAFTA. Argentina is con¬ 
sidered the next likely candidate 
lo join NAFTA after Chile, as are 
Venezuela and Colombia, cur¬ 
rently in the final stages of nego¬ 
tiating a separate trade pact with 


Mexico. 

Although Latin .Americans 


Trade alliances 

Latin American countries line 
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have had their 
own free-trade 
association fbr 
more than three 
decades, trade 
among member 
countries has 
actually 

decreased in that 
time. Now 
known as the 
Latin American 
Integration 
Association, the 
trade group has 
been unable to 
overcome prob¬ 
lems stemming 
from the dispar¬ 
ate levels of 
development and a strong tradi¬ 
tion of protectionism in the 
region. Many Latin American 
leaders say NAFTA may be the 
best vehicle for reviving a foun¬ 
dering dream of increased intra- 


regkmal trade. 

In recent years, Latin Ameri¬ 
can countries have opened their 
closed economies to foreign 
investment, lowered trade bar¬ 
riers and sold state-owned enter¬ 


prises. Governments have sharply 
cut back spending and reduced 
inflation. 

Mexico and Chile have led the 
trend toward free-market econo¬ 
mies and the rest of the region 


bas followed, with varying 
degrees of success. Strong politi¬ 
cal opposition has plagued the 
reform efforts in the region's larg¬ 
est economy, Brazil, which has 
made strides toward privatization 
but has been reluctant to open its 
huge market to imports. 

"We seemingly have gotten 
past the convulsions and trau¬ 
matic adjustments of the 1980s as 
the region takes on new eco¬ 
nomic methods based on open 
trade and oriented to exports, fis¬ 
cal austerity and prodent manage¬ 
ment of monetary policy, as well 
as less government intervention 
in the market," stated a recent 
report from the United Nations 
Economic Commission for Latin 
America and the Caribbean. 

"NAFTA is a recognition by 
the United States that Latin 
America is a worthy partner for 
the future," said Colombian Presi¬ 
dent Cesar Gaviria Trujillo. 


Leaders of the 14 principle 
economies of Asia and the 
Pacific recently concluded an 
unprecedented summit in Seattle 
USA, pledging closer economic 
cooperation but deciding on few 
concrete steps towards dial goal. 

In one potentially significant 
step, die 14 promised to renew . 
•effortsTTiT hiief a mid-December 
jdfeadtinerfcffn&tadudmg a new • 
world trade agreement (GATT) 
that has been stalemated for 
seven years. The Clinton admin¬ 
istration sought the statement as a 
way of putting further pressure 
on European nations, particularly 
France, that have been dragging 
their feet on the trade talks. 

Clinton advisers hope the sight 
of US officials meeting with their 
counterparts from Asia has sent a 
dear message to Europe that, if 
the GATT talks stall, the United 
States has other places to turn as 
it seeks to expand its trade. 

In an apparent effort to resolve 
outstanding differences between 
the United States, and the less 
developed nations of Southeast 
Asia, US Trade Representative 
Mickey Kantor and Commerce 
Secretary Ron Brown announced 
that they had met with die six 
trade ministers from die Associa¬ 
tion of Southeast Asian Nations, 
or ASEAN, and agreed to estab¬ 
lish the US-ASEAN Alliance for 
Mutual Growth. 


Middle East Beat 

by Khairi Janbek 

M Chairman Arafat is a man in a hurry to meet the 13 December 
deadline, the timetable set for the withdrawal of the Israeli uoops 
from Gaza and Jericho and the transfer of administration to the 
PLO. 

But this transfer of authority is still open to contradictory inter¬ 
pretation by both parties, in timing as well as essence. Mr Rabin 
insists on the fact that Israel is committed to the peace process, 
yet bis government does not sec the date set for the transfer of 
authority to the Palestinians as a deadline but rather a flexible 
date which requires no fixing. According to Mr Arafat, once the 
Palestinian administration has taken oxer its historic responsibili¬ 
ties, Israeli troops should be withdrawn from the agreed areas of 
Palestinian autonomy; for the Israelis, the question of movement 
of uoops is nothing more than a matter of re-deployment in stra¬ 
tegic points of Palestinian self-rule areas. Evidently, the contra¬ 
diction of the two positions persists, even at this advanced stage 
of negotiations between the Israelis and the Palestinians. 

The system of cheeks and balances, and accountability towards 
the electorate, works very well lor the Israeli public. The go\ em¬ 
inent is always questioned on the wisdom of its decisions. No 
matter how secret are the negotiations with the Palestinians. Mr 
Rabin cannot but submit to the legislature if and when questioned 
on the progress of the negotiations. Alas, for the Palestinian peo¬ 
ple, no such system exists, and the words of Mr Arafat remain 
the final arbiter in all matters. The dictatorial style and secrecy in 
which the Palestine Liberation Organization tPLOt has con¬ 
ducted its affairs, least of all the peace negotiations, will continue 
to engender feelings of insecurity and suspicion among Palestini¬ 
ans particularly, and Arabs generally. 

However, the conducting of the norms of diplomacy remain 
the least of Mr Arafat's troubles His latest pronouncements 
regarding the financing of projects in the areas of self-rule seem 
to exceed all estimations even those calculated by Palestinian 
economists. If the amount of $13 billion is to he taken as seri¬ 
ously as Mr Arafat wishes, then the $2 billion offered by the 
world community over five years is nothing but a drop in the 
bucket. Obviously, Mr Arafai is speaking in his capacity as the 
President of 
Palestine, the 
rebel tumed- 
stalesman, and 
as the head of 
the Palestine 
development 
and construc¬ 
tion projects. 

Each position 
he has assumed 
is troublesome 
enough, so per¬ 
haps the techni¬ 
cal estimations 
and micro eco¬ 
nomic aspects 
of development 
could be dele¬ 
gated to the 
highly qualified technical stafT in the PLO. Perhaps. Mr Arafat 
ought to stick to his position of President of Palestine, and let his 
staff take care of other complex issues on the agenda. In times of 
trouble and insecurity, when the masses act in troublesome and 
insecure ways, Mr Arafai seems not to consider dissent in the 
ranks and the unity of the Palestinian people to be of paramount 
importance. 

in the Palestinian political arena, Mr Arafat’s problems are on 
the increase. Although the Gaza-Jericho option has been pre¬ 
sented as the best possible option under bad circumstances, there 
are others within the PLO who believe otherwise. If one dares lo 
assume dial the elections at Bir Zcit University are a microcosm 
of future elections in the Occupied Territories, then Mr Arafat 
might need.more than.ppnyjaicing words to deal with the- situa- 
.^tipiu The. elections at. the-University proved to be a rescinding 
success for the Popular Front for the Liberation of Palestine 
(PFLP), Democratic Front for the Liberation of Palesti net DFLP1. 
and the Islamic Resistance Movement Hamas, groups opposed to 
the autonomy plan. And Hamas particularly has vowed to extract 
vengeance from the Israelis for the killing of two of their activists 
recently. Should this threat be pursued to its practical end. it will 
undoubtedly put Mr Arafai in an unenviable position. On die one 
band, he will have to show enough credibility to the Israelis in 
asserting the authority of the PLO for all Palestinians: on the 
other hand, he cannot be seen or thought of as doing the job of 
the Israelis in suppressing dissent. The escalation of violence in 
the Occupied Territories is a large disservice to the autonomy 
plan, and the fact that it is being ignored in favor of concentrat¬ 
ing on the peace negotiations, wilt neither decrease the level of 
violence nor make i t disappear. 

The challenges of peace arc awesome—no one has any illu¬ 
sions about them, least of all Mr Arafat. Bui for a man in a hurry 
to meet a deadline, the challenges of peace may not be totally 
peaceful. 



Neither official elaborated nn 
the details of the new program, 
but Kantor suggested it would 
function as a unit of APEC and 
focus on increasing trade. The 
United States has a $12 billion 
trade deficit with ASEAN 


nations—Indonesia, the Philip¬ 
pines, Malaysia, Thailand, Singa¬ 
pore and Brunei. ■ 

LA Times-Washington Post- 
News Service 


Rafsanjani of Iran: 

Winning the hearts of the Muslim 
republics of Central Asia 


By Anthony Hyman 

OUR by President Ali Akbar 
anjam to five Muslim rcpuh- 
of the former Soviet Union 
is 10 have ended their general 
ust of Iran. The visit focused 
ify on cultural and regional 
tralion 

in is showing much more 
ion towards Central Asia. In 
last the various government* 
dally Uzbekistan—hjve dts- 
cd Iran's political ambitions. 

f feared Tehran might try to 

n its Islamic revolution, 
roaraphv means Iran can aid 
Landlocked Centra! Asian 
bites. Ir is well placed to help 
rsifv their trade routes- mr- 
v dependent on the old 
cl hulk-transport system via 
k Sea port', across regions ot 
Transcuucasus "here me 
t of civil war and awtiui 
L j„ disrupting 


iafsani-uti go\emimi« 

die pi tr access though 

OuJ and Mil. and on to 
tons, lot export ol t f»- 
r C as. oil and cotton. 
? bj lateral Mrioi trade 
‘ 0 wt«! to all then hard- 
CUIKMHtCX , 

pm wax warns I? 


comed wherever he went A sixth 
Muslim republic, Tajikistan, 
which is the closest to Iran of ail 
the Central Asian countries in 
terms of shared Persian language 
arid culture, was excluded from 
his xisit. 

That is because Iran is pressing 
for a negotiated peace there in 
the on-going civil war that wU 
end the brutal suppression of the 
Tajik opposition by troops 
mainly from Russia and Uzbeki¬ 
stan. Iran recently invited Tajda- 
vjan’s Foreign Minister to Tehran 

for talks with Tajik opposition 
leaders- some of whom now live 

'"The signs are that Rafsanjani 
and President Islam Kanmov of 
Uzbekistan agreed on ttasuwe. 
and on the importance of improv¬ 
ing bilateral re auons. Inito l«r 
ruo years Karimov, along ™ 
Russia’s leaders, has repeatedly 
blamed Iran and Afthamsian for 
arming the Tajik opposition 

'UK = 



Rafsanjani: Exporting goodwill to Iran's neighbors in Central Asia 


stan, Rafsanjani signed protocols 
on trade and other areas of coop¬ 
eration and invited President 
Nursultan Nazarbayev to visit 
Iran. Considerable goodwill also 
came out of Rafeanjani’s visit to 
Turkmenistan, which strength¬ 
ened links dial were already 
closer than with the other 
republics. • _ „ . 

In the last stage. Rafsanjani 
spent three days in Baku, capital 
of Azerbaijan. Iran is keen to end 


years of Azeri distrust, and to 
help end Azerbaijan's disastrous 
war with Armenia, which has 
brought 80.000 Azeri refugees 
across the border into Iran. Thou¬ 
sands flee daily. 

Iran is also concerned about 
calls for the reunification of foe 
two pans of Azerbaijan. Ever 
since Russia conquered the Baku 
region of northern Azerbaijan in 
1828, Azerbaijanis (also known 
as Azeri Turks) have been effec¬ 


tively divided and ruled by 
two states. 

In northwestern Iran an 
Azeri Turkish minority of 
nine million has Tabriz as 
its provincial capital, while 
on the ex-Soviet side of 
the border, across the river 
Araz, - Baku is the capital 
for six million more 
Azeris. 

Just two years ago, the 
prospects of this oil-rich 
republic appeared to be 
brighter than almost any of 
the 15 successor states to 
the Soviet Union. Yet 
today Azerbaijan frees an 
uncertain future. 

One reason Armenian 
forces have done so well is 
the prize at stake. They 
now seem to have ensured 
the viability of the ethnic Arme¬ 
nian enclave of Nagorny (moun¬ 
tainous) Karabagh. By driving 
foe Azeri population out of Kara¬ 
bagh—and now from the Lachin 
corridor which connects foe 
enclave with Armenia itself —a 
spectacular reversal of fortune 
has taken place. 

The Armenian nationalists 
clearly intend to ensure Karabagh 
and foe L achi n corridor can be 
held against counter-attacks. That 


would mean the virtual annexa¬ 
tion of foe enclave by Armenia. 
Other conquered territory might 
be returned to Azerbaijan eventu¬ 
ally in a humiliating peace settle¬ 
ment. or possibly kept by 
Armenia. 

For decades the Armenians of 
Karabagh had faced oppressive 
tactics by the Baku government, 
and for five years before the 
Soviet Union broke up a virtual 
blockade of essential imported 
goods. 

In September, Turkish troop 
reinforcements along the Arme¬ 
nian border were accompanied 
for foe first time by a direct warn¬ 
ing to Armenia to withdraw its 
forces from occupied arras of 
Azerbaijan "immediately and 
unconditionally.” Ankara favours 
a United Nations peacekeeping 
force, probably including Tuikish 
troops as a major component. 

In a clear warning 10 the Arme¬ 
nians, Iran conducted military 
maneuvers right up its border 
with Nakhichevan, an Azerbai¬ 
jani enslave inside Armenia 
which borders on Iran and 
Turkey. 

The Armenians now occupy 
almost one-fifth of foe total terri¬ 
tory of Azerbaijan. A recent 
change of regime in Azerbaijan 



brought to power former USSR 
Politburo member Geydar Aliev, 
with whom Iran feels more able 
to do business than with the pre¬ 
vious regime. 

Tehran sees itself as a key bro¬ 
ker in a new peace initiative, 
because it believes it has won the 
confidence of the Armenian gov¬ 
ernment. It is doing its best to 
show how it can help all foe 
newly independent republics in 
various fields. They can also 
help Iran. 

Closer links with Central Asia 
and Azerbaijan will improve foe 
Rafsanjani government's domes¬ 
tic image by making it look far 


less isolated in the region. 

Many independent observers 
believe Iran's stubborn bur futile 
opposition to the PLO-Israeli 
peace process has marginalized 
foe country in foe Middle East. 
Diplomatic successes with the 
Muslim republics to foe north 
can compensate for this. ■ 

Anthony Hyman is a London- 
based analyst specializing on 
Afghanistan and foe Central 
Asian region. He has made 
many visits to foe region, and 
is currently writing a book on 
nationalism and Independence 
in Central Asia. 
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• The Forte Grand Amman's Second Open tennis 
tournament finished Friday. 19 November with 
the finals yielding the week’s honest matches. 

Over 50 participants took part m the three-event 
tournament which was sponsored by Samsung, 

Pepsi, Dunlap and the Fine Company. Organizer. 

British Tennis Professional James Downing, 
described the tournament as a week of furious ten¬ 
nis and e superb display of personal achievement 
In the men's final, Jordanian Laifh Azzom won 
a hard fought match over the men’s second seed, 

Gbassan Qnadi. The Ladies final proved to be 
one of the hardest fought marches of the tourna¬ 
ment with Huda NaiTa winning over the ladies 
national second seed, Lana Kandalaft in two i 
straight sets 6-2,7-5. The mixed doubles' title was - 

won by Latih Azzoni and Alda Zumot who proved their worth by overpowering the fatter and daughter 
team, Elias and Lana Kandalaft, in two straight sets. • " ' 

The prizes for all finalists were sponsored J?y Samsung and reached a value well oyer JD 1000. The tour¬ 
nament was a great success and has opened the way. for the third Open tourna men t to beheld-with cash 
prizes early next year, Downing said. 



Opera at the Jordan InterContinental: 

Phantoms of the Opera 


By Adrian D'Ambra 

Special to the Star 

FOURTEEN YEARS ago tenor 
Richard Kness and soprano 
Joanne Grillo co-founded The 
Ambassadors of Opera and Con¬ 
cert World-wide, a troupe of pro¬ 
fessional touring opera singers 
drawn from international careers. 
Their intention was to take to the 
toad with a popular blend of 
operative. Broadway and musical 
favourites. 

Given the extraordinary popu¬ 
larization of opera in the last dec¬ 
ade—witness the meteoric career 
of Pavarotti in particular, as well 
as Carreras and Domingo—it 
has been an opportune period for 
such troupes as the Ambassadors 
to establish a following. 

With reputations already estab¬ 
lished in Europe and America, 
the Ambassadors also take it 
upon themselves to annually 
select a young artist or new talent 
to travel with them. 

Last week they gave two per¬ 
formances ?t the Hotel Inter¬ 
Continental. their first visit to 
Jordan on the one hand but pan 
of their tenth anniversary tour of 
the Gulf on the other. The 
Amman shows were sponsored 
by Pepsi in cooperation with 
Emirates Air. 

What a rare treat for residents 
in Amman, to enjoy dinner along 
with a popular mixture of arias 
and songs from the musicals. Fri¬ 
day night’s show could and 
should have been a great success. 
Scheduled to begin with dinner at 
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Joanne GriUo 


8:30 and for the program to end 
at 11:00. I became somewhat 
suspicious when w’e had to wait 
until after 10:00 pm for the 
music to begin. The excellent 
four-course meal was accompa¬ 
nied by inappropriate and overly 
loud rock music cassettes, creat¬ 
ing a tone which didn't augur 


well tor the rest of the evening. 

With the last of the crockery 
collected, it was definitely time 
for pianist Martin Hennessy 
and masrer of ceremonies Rich¬ 
ard Kness to take to the stage. 
What had now begun could not 
unfortunately then be undone. 

From the moment Mr Kness 


began to speak, he was belittled 
to the pitiable specter of a 
vaudeville charlatan purveying 
his wares to an unconvinced 
even if not totally unwilling 
audience. His appeal to the 
sound engineer to do something 
was of no avail. 

His downfall and that of his 
battling sopranos was the result 
of an unfortunate coalescence of 
two factors; the appalling acous¬ 
tics of the Grand Ballroom and 
the hopeless inadequacy of the 
amplifying equipment. 

What followed was nothing if 
not embarrassing. Responses 
amongst the audience varied 
from stunned silence to ripples 
of barely half-suppressed laugh¬ 
ter. Selections from Tosco, La 
Boheme and Maiama Butterly 
were tortured beyond recogni¬ 
tion. The antediluvian sound 
system crackled and whined 
towards a crescendo of demists 
drilling whenever a singer 
climbed a scale or projected a 
note. 

The bass baritone and tenor 
voices of the men suffered less 
and were rendered, therefore, 
(ess excruciating, but the overall 
effect was simply dreadful. 

By circumstances beyond 
their control, the singers were 
prevented from entertaining 
their audience and from reveal¬ 
ing the true extent of their talent 
Audience members were 
deprived of a pleasure all too 
rare in this city, even though 
they had each paid twenty-one 
dinars for the privilege. ■ 



Vice-Chairman of AFEC 
visits Jordan 

DURING HIS short visit to Jordan Mr Josef Froehlich, Vice-. 
Chairman of the Austria'Federal Economic Chamber. hekJ- talks with 
high ranking Jordanian officials. In a meeting held on 24 November ' 
with the Minister of Tourism, Mr Moh’d A1 Ad wan. and attended by 
the commercial 
attache Dr Michael 
Angerer. possible 
cooperation between 
Austria's and Jordan's 


tourism sectors was 
discussed. Austria 
offers a wide range of 
know-how in the field 
of training as well as 
expertise required for 
tourism which is 
expected to become a 

S r ecSmy° f ^ Minister of Tourism receiving Mr Josef 
Froehlich also met Frnehlich • 

representatives of ’ 

HRH Crown Prince Hassan and Mr Moh'd Asfour. Chairman of the 
Amman Chamber of Commerce. He explained Austrian Interests to 
expand trade with Jordan and offered help to increase Jordan's exports 
to Austria. An Austrian trade mission is scheduled to stay in Amman 
on 4 and 5 December; 26 Austrian companies will be represented and 
are keen to expand business relations to the Jordanian industrial and 
commercial sectors. ’ 


Russia's first resort hotel 
under American management 


US Soccer official says Moroccan 
team will thrill America 


WASHINGTON—A senior US 
soccer official says Morocco's 
team in the 1994 World Cup will 
"capture the imagination of the 
American people." 

The man who helped bring the 
World Cup to the United States 
for the first time. Sunil Gulati. 
senior vice president and chief 
international officer of the US 
Soccer Federation, says he is 
very impressed by Morocco's 
style of play which may enable it 
to spring a few upsets over 
higher-ranked opponents. 

Gulati said he was also 
impressed by Morocco’s "must- 
win" victory over Zambia, ena¬ 
bling it to qualify for the World 
Cup. 

Answering the questions of 75 
journalists in Casablanca on a US 
Information Agency teleconfer¬ 
ence. Gulati said that whether the 
United States or Morocco could 
win the World Cup is highly 
problematic. 


Agenda 


EXHIBITIONS 

«•* HM Queen Noor will inau¬ 
gurate an an exhibition by Nida 
Takreti. Moh’d A! SuheiL 
Fahmi Al Qaisi. Salman Abbas. 
Mah'd Al Obidi and Adel Nafal. 
The exhibition will be opened 
Saturday. 4 December at Laeasa 
Gallery, at 4:00 pm and will run 
until 20 December. 

*r The Goethe Institute will hast 
Jordanian artist Shaher Al Jiraii 
in an exhibition of paintings. 4 
December until 14 December. 

An exhibition dedicated to the 
100th anniversary of the death of 
Guv de Maupassant will be on 
display at the French Cultural 
Center. Thursday. 20 December 

1993. running until 13 January 

1994. 

Al the French Cultural Center. 
Khalid Kftries will be displaying 
his paintings starting Saturday 4 
December at 6:00 pnt. The exhi¬ 
bition continues until IS 
December. 

■r* Farghali Abdel Hafitz s 
exhibition at Balq'a Art Gallery 
runs until 15 December, 
i#- Iraqi artist Siham Saoudi's 


"Thai certainly is the goal of 
every team.” Gulaii said. "But 
realistically, the US goals arc a 
little more pragmatic... to get 
through the second round and 
have the US population really get 
behind the team. To make it 
through on the (final eight teams) 
would be a great achievement" 
He said the same applies to 
Morocco, because like the 
United Slates, the Moroccans are 
relative newcomers to the game 
of soccer, as compared to tradi¬ 
tional powers in Europe and 
South America. 

Gulati said the US. as host, 
looks upon the World Cup "as a 
treasure that we're borrowing 
from the rest of the world for 30 
days next year.” 

As host country, the US team 
automatically qualified for the 
tournament alongside defending 
champion. Germany. 

From the North Africa-Near 
East recion. Morocco and Saudi 


work of ceramics at Alia Art Gal- ] 
lery runs until 5 December. 

** Abdul Hameed S human Foun- | 
dation is hosting an exhibition by • 
Ammar Khammash until 3 j 
December at Darat AI Funun. 

LECTURES ; 

•“ On Wednesday 8 December. | 
at 5:00 pm. the American Center 
will host a Worldnet dialogue on j 
The Art of Advertising and the j 
1993 CLIO Awards. 

As part of the teachers' even- i 
ings. a seminar on Catering for I 
Individual Differences will be 
held at the British Council, Mon-! 
day b December ar 5:30 pm. ! 

FILMS ! 

j 

The Entertainer will be i 
screened at the British Council, i 
Wednesday 8 December al 7:00 
pm. | 

w The American Center will I 
screen the Disney classic Pinoc- ! 
chio. Thursday "2 December at I 
5:00 pm with a repeat on j 
Sunday. j 

mr Two films will be shown at; 
the French Cultural Center. The ; 
short film. It is forbidden to ! 
play in the yard and the long I 
film. Indochine. Screening starts J 
at 8:00 pm. Monday, 61 
December. ! 


Arabia — 
join 22 other 
nations in soc¬ 
cer's world 
championship 
from- 17 June 
to 17 July in 
nine US cities. 

Gulati. 

who’s also 
senior vice 
president and 
chief interna 
tional officer 
of World Cup 

USA 1994, said a successful 
World Cup does not depend on 
the US team doing well in the 
tournament— although he agreed 
that it wouldn't hurt. He said a 
good showing by the US team 
"will add to spectator enthusiasm 
and interest" from US media. 

Gulati admitted that soccer afi¬ 
cionados worldwide questioned 
why the United States, not 
known as a hotbed of soccer, was 
awarded the 1994 World Cup 
over other bidders for the event, 
including Morocco. Gulati said 
the United States has already 
answered a number of questions 
about whether it can stage a suc¬ 
cessful World Cup. He said that 
on the major question—whether 
anyone will go to the tourna¬ 
ment—the simple answer is: 
most tickets are already sold out. 

On another question— 
logistics—he said the United 
States showed it could scaee an 



RADISSON HOTELS Interna¬ 
tional, which already played a 
pioneering role for the American 
hotel industry in 1991 with the 
Slavjanskaya Hotel in Moscow, 
opened the first Russian resort 
hotel under US management on l 
December 1993. 

The Radisson Lazumaya Hotel 
is in Sochi, the well-known spa • 
and holiday town on the Black 
Sea near the Caucasus. Sochi has 
long been a much-sought-after 
resort fof.. Russia, Turkey... aqd 
iHher Eastpm European cqyntpeiV,. 
fcnd is a, popular port oFcp^v$ji 
cruise ships.' The hotel’ now 
intends to build on this good rep¬ 
utation in the international mar¬ 
ker concentrating in particular on 
Germany and Scandinavia. 

The 25-story building has 300 
rooms, suites and private bunga¬ 
lows located near the swimming 
pool and offers a host of comforts 
that meet high standards. The 
guestrooms are fully air- 
conditioned and have a mini-bar, 
satellite telephone and color 
television. 

The hotel also has much to 
offer in the health care sector. 
For example, an extensive health 


and fitness center with sauna, 
Russian and Turkish baths, gym¬ 
nasium. heated swimming pool, 
indoor and thermal baths. 

Excellent cuisine is also a fea¬ 
ture of the RadissoQ Lazumaya 
Hotel. The 270-seat Cuban Res¬ 
taurant specializes in European 
cuisine whereas Russian dishes 
are served in the 150-seat Peter 
the Great Restaurant. Interna¬ 
tional wines and beers dominate 
the menu of the adjacent, inti¬ 
mate Lobby Bar. The contcmpo- • • 
jjaiy Ciedj$Rtt'S'higfit eiiibresera^• 
bJes an .amphitheater. Panoram&i'V' 
views of town, sea and mountains 
may be enjoyed from the Mirage 
discotheque on the top floor. 

The leisure facilities arc' further 
enhanced by a casino, the Sweets 
ice cream parlor, the Seabreeze . 
cafe with sea views, three floodlit 
tennis courts and a volleyball 
court 

The Radisson Lazumaya Hotel 
Sochi is owned by a joint venture 
composed of the Soc hi mu nicipal 
administration, GAZPROM—a 
Russian limited company—and 
the Turkish firms. GAMA and 
ERNA. ■ 


international soccer tournament 
based on its successful running of 
the US Cup '93 held earlier this 
year. That tournament, he said, 
certainly promotes confidence 
that "we can handle security mat¬ 
ters, press accreditations, and so 
forth." 

Gulati acknowledged that 
according to public opinion polls, 
only 13 percent of die American 
public is aware that the World 
Cup is to be played in the United 
States. That number. Gulati pre¬ 
dicted. will dramatically increase 
in the next year. 

"1 could be a politician and say 
1 never believe the polls— unless 
they show I'm ahead," Gulati said 
with a chuckle. "The build-up 
will start after the first of the year 
when we know where the 24 
teams are playing. The United ' 
States will respond in a very big i 
way to the World Cup." he said. 





The A mm an Marriott Hotel, together with the French Embassy 
and Air France, held a cocktail reception on 21 November, on the 
occasion of the arrival of Beaqjolais Nouveau 1994. 

The cocktail reception was attended by representative of airlines, 
travel agents and Afr France top cheats. V C-' 


★★In the Stars ★★ 


Majestic sails with $6 
million in improvements 

THE STAR/SHIP Majesty has set sail to the Bahamas after finishing 
S6 million in improvement during her recent dry dock. 

The 1.000-passenger ship sails on three-and four-night cruises to 
Port Lucaya. Nassau, and Key West for Premier Cruise Lines. Amer¬ 
ica's number one family cruise and vacation lines. 

According ro Michael Chadwick, president and CEO for The Big 
Red Boat, the dry dock included a number of routine maintenance 
items, but the bulk of the expense was incurred refurbishing public 
ureas to include the Galaxy dining room. Satellite Cafe, Club Univer¬ 
sal. guest services and the tour desk. 

The dry dock also included renewal of the interiors of the beauty 
salon and the teen center, besides the refinishing of the decks and the 
pool area. 

The Majestic, built in 1972, sails out of Port Everglades every 
Thursday on a three-night cruise to Port Lucaya and Nassau and every 
Sunday on a four-night cruise to Port Lucaya and Key West. It was 
originally one of the "Love Boats" which appeared on the popular tele¬ 
vision service, "The Love Boat.” 

With the completion of its dry dock, the Majestic is preparing for 
the arrival of Bugs Bonny and the rest of the famous Looney Tunes 
characters. 

Premier Cruise Lines operates a fleet of three ships known as The 
Big Red Boat with departures from Port Canaveral in Florida. ■ 


ARIES (21 March-19 April): 
You'll excel in all subjects this 
week. You're bright,' but don't 
make maror decisions; 

TAURUS (20 April-20 May): 
Financial concerns may 
have you worried. 

You may come up 
with a brilliant 
solution. . . 

GEMINI (21 
Mav-21 Jane): 

Finish up a big 
project. Something 
bizarre may occur 
to you, so take 
notes. You'll be 
brilliant, as usual. 

CANCER (22 

June-22 July): 

Catch up wherever 

S ifve fallen 
hind. You may 
have to work, but 
romance is pre¬ 
dicted, too. - 

LEO (23 July-22 August!: A 
club meeting could propel you 
into new responsibilities. You 
may get elected to office! Hold 
off on a decision. 

VIRGO (23 August-22 Septem¬ 
ber): Looks like you have too 
much to do. with more coming 
ini Don't fret, the pressure should 
ease, fix up your place and relax. 
LIBRA (23 September-23 Octo¬ 
ber): Long and short journeys 
are favored. If there’s no excur¬ 


sion planned, -nialre^ ohe up! 
You'll learn more: if you rake 
along a talkative friend. ,... 
SCORPIO. (24- October? 21 
November): You.U. may be 
tempted-to, try.id "buy 
a fnentTs-favor.- , ft 
could work. A tough 
■ assignment may. take 
up m ost o f your tinie. 
SAGITTARIUS _ 

(22 November-21. 
December):. . Don't 
gamble, especially 
with- your own 
.money. If you .want 
to do something 
risky, wait until your 
luck's better. ■ ’' . 

CAPRICORN (22 
December-19 Janu¬ 
ary): You're under 
pressure to finish a 
writing' or reading 

□ ect. Hire- some- 
v to help if you're, 
blocked. A class or meeting 
could lead to a lucky break. 
AQUARIUS (20 January-18 
February): Your social life 
should be jumping this' week. 
You'll be effective in gening a = 
favorite cause pushed .forward; 
too. Wrap it up tmicklv. 

PISCES (19 February-20 
March): Your friends may be., 
taking around in circles. Pur off 
decisions, especially:. about ' 
school or home. 




...... Msam 

Where is Winter? - J 

son. I thought of the ram. It did SJ** . ^ Watching; 

SfTfctsood k 

■ Nourished seeds and fed ^ : 

shrubs and bushes. . .. n>i,,jn|v feut: ■- 

I missed the whiteness the mow acM&u ! 

blocked us in our houses, it was even; 
several injuries. However, it decorated he 
laid itself out on the pavements and he open qxx. um. 
wonderful to.sec the usually yellow Him j 

of sparkling white. It was an enjoyable challenge to keep ! 
the snow -figures wc built and.decorated with latured old j 

e ‘w5er brought along chestnut eating. We could rouM .and ; 
devour chestnuts umpteen time* sitting by the gas ^. 

1 missed wcarine lavers of clothing and situ leejinfc. ** 
remote cold sensation, ft was fun lo walk outdoors and breathe 
out clouds of warm air. It brought back childhood mentones* 
wc used to pretend we were smoking. % . 

Winter brought along n festive mood. Christmas trees were 
beautifully decorated and would glow brightly in Me t-jrx • r 
It made us eat lavishly and 1 lull that it was the tinw lor 
sweet and delicious desserts of all sorts. r r - 

The season drove away pestering insects and imposing 'h**- 
I would easi ly be able to open my windows and door* and feet 
1 was safe from the creepy-crawly bombardment! • 

Winter would make all the rivers run and there would be iki ■. 
need to worn 1 abootihe water supply. • .. 

But then I thought about the builders, bedouins, com-setter* 
(with their mobile shops), shepherds and their flocks, new spa- • 
per boys and all those who without the comfort of indoor - 
warmth. How many layers would the builders* going wear lo. 
protect them from the cold that bored its way through to trnar. 
aching bones? I could not imagine how the bedouins lokr.itisd ■. 
the desert winter storms. What would happen to the shepherds 
with their goats and sheep? Under the pouring rain, how was 
.the newspaper boy going to make a living? The com-seller and 
his little wagon would have to hide away, and those with mini-.. 
mal beating facilities were going to freeze, even though ihcy 
were inside their humble homes. 

Winter: I realized then that 1 only wanted it to arrive because, 
springtime wouldthen follow! ■ • 



Professor Feldman, traveling bade in time, gradually 
succumbs to the early stages of non-culture shock. 
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Le . 

ourdain 


Supplement en frangais du Star 


La radio en fete 

9 La radio en frangais souffle cette semaine sa premiere bougie. A cette occa¬ 
sion, la princesse Alia Bint El Hussein a rendu hommage, dimanche dernier a 
Vheure du "croissant chaud”, aux programmes frangais de la radio jorda- 
nienne. Apres une anode avec deux heures maiinales et quoddiennes, la radio 
en frangais met le turbo des janvier prochain, 

De 7k a. lOh etde 17h a 20H, une equipe enrichie de quatre personnes vous pro - 
posera chansons, informations, animations, tout en frangais. Au programme de 
ces quatre nouveUes heures d'emission: un magazine de reportages, des dedi- 
caces, des portraits de chanteurs, un "special rtu"...etc... La grille definitive 
est encore top secret et la radio en frangais vous reserve bien des surprises en 
ce dibid d'annie. Alors, a vos postes sur 90 FM! 

Le Jourdain souhaite un joyeux anniversaire et une longue vie a sa coUegue 
des ondes et a toute son equipe! 



Sante 


paludisme 


Jordanie 


\Express\ 


Le combat a commence il y a plus d r un siecle avec la decouverte par le Frangais Alphonse Levran du parasite 
responsable du paludisme. Pourtant, le mal est expansion en Afrique. Remise en cause de quelques idees regues 

concemant ce fleau. 



i i 


T DIX millions de nouveaux 
tdont 100 millions en 
Lie). 500 000 ddcds. Le bilan 
■1 du paludisme est trfes 
Le quart de la population 
3be est soumis au risque de 
au. Pourquoi ne parvient-on 
i dimmer le vecteur de la 
lie. Tanophele? Alors que. 
exeraple, on a vaincu la 
:he rad-rad, responsable de la 
lie du sommeiL 
probldme est beaucoup plus 
>lexe. D’abord, il existe plus 
X) espfcces d'anophfcles, dont 
ringtaine transmettem le pal- 
ne. Ensuite, b Traverse de la 
leur taux de reproduction 
prodigieusement dlevd: 25 
rations par an. Meme si Ton 
snail b en diminer 90%, les 
qui restem ' suffiraient b 
ager le mal. 

: plus, chaque esp&ce 
jphdes a des exigences dcol- 
ues et un comportement dif- 
lts. Chacunc poss&de sa spdc- 
d et foumit "sa" rdponse 
onnelle aux modes de lutte. 
Men qu'il n'existe pas "un" 
< "des" paludismes. 
u lutte contre ce fleau est 
lie comme le monde. Hippo- 
c (IV£me siecle avant Jdsus 
ist) avail eu I'idde de la pre- 
re prophylaxie en recomman- 
t d’dloigner les habitations des 
ais. Les anciens Chinois, eux, 
:rdisaient, en mobilisant des 
gons. Tapproche des fordra in- 
.dcs. Aujourd'hui. pour eom- 
tre le paludisme. on se fonde 
ne pan sur le medicament qui 
mil le parasite chez Itiomme, 
utre pan sur I'dimination des 
jphtles. 

Malheureusemcm. le parasite 
vient resistant aux molecules 
imiques. D'oii une situation 
ioceupante en Afrique. 

Contre les anophdes. tout cc 
c li magi nation humaine a pu 
venter "a de cssayd. Avec 
cees iei, avec des cchecs cui- 


sants ailleurs. 

La destruction 
des larves dans 
les points d'eau. 
b 1'aide 

d'insecticides li.*-' 
chimiques et bi- 
ologiques ou 
I'emploi de pois- 
sons larvivores 
et baddies lar- 
vicides, s'est 
rdvdlde difficile, 
couteuse el peu 
efficace. 

Dans le craite- 
ment des habita¬ 
tions, les 

anopheles som 
devenus rdsist- 
ants au DDT, 
d'autres insecti¬ 
cides organo- 
phosphords 
donnent de 
bons resultats. 

Mais leur em- 
ploi. qui doit 

dtre continu, exigent des moyens 
dont ne disposent pas les pays en 
voie de ddveloppemenL 

Les essais de mousdquaires rm- 
prdgndes d’insecticides som pro- 
raetteurs. Encore faut-il que les 
families acceplent de dormir des- 
sous. Ce qui est ioin d’Stre tou- 
jours le cas. Les plaquettes cfi3uf- 
fantes dlectriques et les toni lions 
fumigdnes sont trap chers b la 
longue pour les Africains et pas 
loialement efficaces. 

Le vaccin contre le paludisme? 
11 suscite beaucoup d'espoir mais 
on est loin d'aboulir. Chaque md- 
thode anu'paludique prdsente une 
part d’efficaritd et. sans doute, 
appliqudes toutes ensembles 
pourrait-on venir a bout du fldau. 
A condition que ce soil sans dis¬ 
continuity. Or. ce n'esl jamais le 
cas. 

"Nous nous sommes heurtdsau 
dogmaiisme des organisations in- 
temationales qui se lanfaient 



La lutte contre le paludisme doit itre interdisciptirudre, et non plus seulement 
midicale. 


dans d'dnormes campagnes, mais 
limitdes dans le temps”, explique 
le chercheur frangais Jean Mou- 
cheL "Lorsqu'api^s ces opdra- 
n'ons coup de poing les anopbdles 
disparaissent et que les erddira de 
la Banque mondiale sont dpuises. 
on arrSte tout”. ddpIore-t-iL Ei ies 
finsectes reviennenL Exemple: b 
Madagascar ou. apids. 1'abaudon 
des campagnes qui avaient 6 li mi¬ 
nd le moustique, celui-ci a rdap- 
paru en force. Bilan: 30 000 
mortsen 1987. 

11 a fallu artendre le Congrbs de 
Tdhdran, en 1968, pour que 1’on 
admette que I'eradication globale 
dtait impossible. Aujourd'hui, les 
entomologistes medicaux deman- 
dent que Ton revietme sur les sa- 
cro-saints principes offiriels. que 
Ton aborde les pioblbmes dans 
une optique interdisdplinaire et 
pas seulement mddicale. 

Pour etre rationneL, le combat 
contre 1’anophdle doit Sire mend 


par les entomologistes, tandis que 
les mddecins ont pour mission de 
trailer les maJades et d'dvaluer 
Taction de la lutie sur ia morbidi¬ 
ty de la population. 

Selon les entomologistes. pour 
obtenir des rdsultats b long terme, 
le combat doit s'appuyer sur une 
volontd politique' qui impose ra\ 
une permanence de la lutte. Si le 
manque de moyen de moyens li- 
mile la prevention. du moins 
peut-on s'appliquer h soulager les 
malades, b les empdeher de suc- 
comber en nombre, en mettant b 
leur disposition les mddicaments 
indispensables. 

Un rappel: avant Tutilisation de 
la quinine, isolfie en 1920 par des 
pharmaciens parisiens, seuJs 10% 
des Europdens qui s'aventuraient 
6 i'intdrieur de T Afrique y survi- 
vaient plus de trois mois. ■ 

Pierre-Albert Lambert 


flJirfehercheur atypique 

Mouchet a consacre sa vie h la lutte contre les 
/, ; ra^adic^S; iffppicales enbousculant les conventions. Portrait. 

j \.V^SaLjtai. McwcheL:- Professions Mflry-araaSJai meme. Cette idde sera admise beau- 
..cntpmoHdpid^a^logfeter.-. - ':Signe coup plus lard. Mais dans les 

anndes 50/60, elle classe parmi Jcs 
apostats celtu qui osc l'dnoncer. 

Excommnmd, Jean Mouchet le 
sera piusieurs fois pour avoir 
exprimd librement ses convictions. 
Le chereheur pouisuivra pourtant 
dims la vote qu^il s’est traofe avec 
succds. La campagnc dom il est 
plus tier? Pendant dnq ans, il a 
maintenu b 1’abirL du paludisme un 
territoire de 50 000 km2 out our de 
r . . Yaoundd en puivfirisant les murs 

^•70-_aftS ; rdtohB. on peat V des habitations avec des insecticides. "En rdpd- 
du gkibe.;,'tant rdgulibremiint Topdration poor prdvenir 1c 


___ desrtsd-tsd et : fesaor ofFensif des insectes", ajoute-t-il. 

. •’.• ^pnis Jean Mouchet a did appeld ailleurs. La 
' f i(»iefad: vera : Ja.. vigilance-a cessd. Les moustiques semt revenus 
a* tine- (^ticiBe 


__ . _ en-farce. Les cas de palu se sont moltiplids dc 

Ma4‘ a|iX : .6bdrd? de la' : nouveau. Et tout a didS refaire. i 
"du. SoiidainjrM-le-boI ' ; Par- • ses travaox : de. laboratoire, Tex- 
.W.des ‘ jjbfflTpacien a aussi fait progresser la redienrhe 

_ .. sut resistance aux insecticides de diff&eats 

:i :i - ' -' : ! •:' ■ ittsedes. Sa . idpotation de "chercheiu qui 

Jttistbireraiwirellelepousse b" : rr>n^" a Jargemem ddpassd les frontidres lor- 
i-. j-t. --^ - ^qu-TTa isold en Cam a r gue. en 1 96 2, le pr e mier ■ | 

virps tTEtirope. transmit b lbohune -par un 
-' insecte- - ; • : >" • •. • 

ki" inskaev; vNc^jentonwlogiste a- aussi joad un i6Ie de . 





premier plan, en 1986-87. dans la campagne de 
lutre contre la- inoache rad-rad, L'dquipe 
Jain.frangaise: a utiRsd. poor la premibre fois des 
\ pibges ifctsb-tsd. EnTait, un simple morceau de 
uddl, ■’tissu bJcu .« blanc imprdgaS vTlnsccticide, un 
qpe ‘ -1 -pibgebasdsur Taruaction optiquedes insectes. 
fra' : :• Dims Ja tr^ion test dn Congo, on ddoombrait 
V v v -:,. V pjiisdc8 000 malades avant la pose des.pibges. 
snr- s Qo encooqjle moins ifundcencu'ne aujourd'hui. 
patiaa> Les rdsultats dtaieit si spedaculaires que.'du 
:•! ZaJine voisin. des viJIageois traversaient le fleuve 
st-rdn •- ; ien harirae, la nuit. venue, et dfrobaient les 
fniliett-hil-. pibgts. Pour les installer cbez eux. . 


BUDGET - Le min ist re 
des Finances a devoile le 
projet de budget pour 
I’annec 1994. D*un 
monlnnt dc 1 4S7.1 mil¬ 
lions DJ. il est en pro¬ 
gression de 11 *7 par 
rapport it I’cxercicc 
1993. Pour la premiere 
fois, ce budget devrait 
ctrc equilibre avec cote 
recettos 1 330.7 millions 
dc revenus I«K‘au\ et 
156,4 millions d'aidc 
etrangere. Ce prujet doit 
main tenant etre adopie 
par Ic ParlcmenL 

TRONE - Lc Premier 
ministre Abdul Salum 
AI Majali a ehoisi de 
demander le vote de 
confiance du Parlcment 
sur la base du discours 
du tronc prononcc par 
le roi Hussein, la 
semaine dcrnierc. Ce 
discours est considere 
par Majali comme la 
declaration politique dc 
son gouvernement. Cette 
decision est constitution- 
nellenient juste, mais a 
etc critiquec comme une 
pratique etrange dans 
une democratic. 

ABOLITION 
L'autorisation neces- 
saire pour importer ou 
exporter dans le Rov- 
aume a etc abolie ^paMe. 
gouvernement dans 4e 
cadre de la liberalisation 
de I'economie jorda- 
nienne et pour fai o riser 
les echangcs conimer- 
ciaux. Cette mesuro 
prend aussi en compte 
1'explosion du nombre 
de ces transactions, ces 
dernieres annees. En 
1993, 100 000 autorisa- 
tions d'import ou 
d'export ont cte deliv- 
rees contre 36 000 en 
1985. 


Politique 

Democratic ou shura? 
un debat tabou 

Des deputes de gauche voulaient rayer d’un texte parlementaire le tenne de shura. 
Les isl^nistes ont crie au blaspheme. Retour sur un debat tabou. 

LiN VIF et court dchat a agitd la 
Clumbre des ddputds. dimanche 
lemier. Motif: la distinction entre 
fr. conccpLs de dcriiocratic et de 
.hum I'n mi jet sensible aux yeux 
dc iHtmbnmx parlctncntaires et de 
Jordjnicnv Aprfts un dchance 
niiiM'lc entre depuids islaniistcs et 
deputes dc gauche. Ic debat a 
i,Mime court Les parlcmentaires 
prvterant nicttrc entre pa- 
lenthbses cette question epineuse 
L’i e^njntc. 

l”cM au nwment de la discus¬ 
sion dc lu reponsc du Parlcment 
hi diMTours du trone que ia pold- 
mque a delate. Des deputes dc 
Muchc, dont Mustafa Shneikat el 
rotijan Faisal, ont proteste contre 
,i phr.ise qui indique que "la prd- 
.etiec de ce conscil esi dOecsscn- 
u-Ucnient au systetue ddmocra- 
..jcf. la shura"’ Pour eux. il y a 
nr grande difference entre les 
.mv'tions du eonsei! dc shura et 
riles d une assembldc dcmocra- 
que. Et ils ont al'firind haul « 

>rt que lc systbmc jonlanicn re- 
nsc sur ia democratic cl non sur 
shura. 

Selon un expert, lc conseil de 
(lira a seulement une fonetion 
lissuliative- H ne peut imposcr 
s Mies au couvementcnl. tandis 
ie la niajonte des elus dans une 
kcmhlee dcnwcnitiquc doit 
snnalcment en cite capable. 

Pour les. deputes islaniistcs. 
me tentative dc rejeter 
thlisation du terme shura est un 
usphinic. 11s constderciH que 
?».{le jiiccmcnt de Pieu. On ne 
p.« *.ur les mats de Dtcu" 

> cl.in ic lex islaniistcs cn re- 



Lefantdme d’un eourant islamiste fort pise encore sur la nouvelie assemble. 


ponsc a la denmndc de rayer ce 
mot du texte p-irJcnicmaire. 

En colbre. un depute ubmuu 
a decril L*s deputes de^ gauche 
comme des sens qui ^ som 
noves dans la dependant, de 
rdccidem". Un jugenwnt 
ceptable pour Tnujan ^ ss y- 
"Ccst une' wimble accusation de 
inihifon!-. Elk- a fnsujic 
au "Jourdain" que les 
rcfuscnt toute idee de discus, i 
qui coniraric leur P° !ui ^ u ^ 
saw-bouunt >ur un * eul n W, 
mem: "ce sont les mots dL Du-u . 
Elle se defend de voulo.r n.fu cr 
ou discuter ccs mots- mais sim- 
plcnicnt dc couloir tirej Irtifln- 
sequences dc leur siemtication. 


La rdponse au discours du 
trfine fut finaiement adoptde sans 
modincation. Le ddbai mflammd 
dtait ignore par la plupait des 
ddputds prdferant se tenir b T&art 
dun ddbat qui pourrait susriter le 
mdconteniemeiii de piusieurs de 
leurs collbgues ou de la rue. 

En langant Targument massue: 
"Ce sont les mots de pieu", le 
ddpuie du Front d'action isla- 
mique, Abdul Min'em Abu Zant a 
cl6t le ddbaL "L'arguraent ne cor¬ 
respond pas au contexts, mais il 
est. comme souvent, efficace 
pour faire wire les opposants b la 
politique des islamistes", re- 
maiqueToujan Faisal. 

Dn observateur note que 


Tin difference ou plutdt la rdsigna- 
tion affichde par la plupait des 
ddputes est <dfit; la peur du cour- 
ant islamiste, dont le fantbme 
plane encore sur l'Assemblee 
malgrd leur ddfaite dlectorale. On 
constate, par ailleurs, que ni les 
parlcmentaires ni le peuple jorda- 
nien ne sont encore prdts b af¬ 
fronter ce type de dftat. Democ¬ 
ratic ou shura? Ce n'est pas le 
point b contester actuellemenL 
"C'esi une grosse encur", dd- 
plore un ddputd de gauche. "Mais 
aussi un faux pas et une conces¬ 
sion offerte au profit du eourant 
traditionnel et au ddmment de ia 
ddraocratie". ■ 

Sa'eda Ktiani 


Expo 

Peinture lettree 

Le peintre jordanien Khalid Khreis presente ses dernieres creations, a partir de 
samedi et jusqu'au 18, au CCF. Une oeuvre sous I'influence de la calligraphie arabe. 


"la Calligraphie est un did- 
ment trbs important de la culture 
arabe. Elle a dtd utilisde b des Dns 
religieuses, informan ves « li ad¬ 
mires, mat's aussi dans un but sym- 
boKque et omemental avec une in¬ 
finity de possibiUtds plastiques". 
Dans sa tbbse de doctorat, Khalid 
Khreis recense ainsi I’influence de 
Tdcriture islamique dans une multi¬ 
tude (feeuvres anriennes et contem- 
poraines. Comme peintre, il se 
place comme Thdritier direct de 
cette lignde d'artistes arabes. 

Chaam de ses soixante-dix tab¬ 
leaux, prdsentds b partir de samedi 
au Centre culture! frangais. est ryth- 
md par un signe, un chiflre. une let- 
tre propre b la calligraphie arabe. 
Attention: il n*y a rien a lire. 
"Jutilise ces lettres avant tout pour 
leur forme et non pour leur signifi¬ 
cation littdraire", explique le pein¬ 
tre jordanien. 

Ces signes sombres se ddtachent 
le plus souvent sur des foods pas¬ 
tels oh Tocre et le jaune. le vert et le 
bleu se confondent comme dans un 
rniage. U designe ces toiles de taiUe 
moyenne comme "ses" paysages. 
Des paysages de Tesprit pour les- 
quels il serait vain de tiouver une 
localisation gdographique. Le 
cboix d’une "abstraction letiide" est 
franc “Dans le figuratif, je ne par- 
venais pas I me trouver un style 
propre”. 

Cesi dans la patrie de Miro et de 
Picasso que Khalid Khreis a per- 
fectionnd a personnalisd son coup 
de pinceau b partir de 1978, aprfes 
des dtudes cfait au Caiie. Barce- 
ione est vite de venue sa deuxidme 
vifle de creur avec Kdrak. sa ville 
narale. Main tenant son doctorar 
achevd, Amman de%ient de nou¬ 
veau son port d'attache. "Je tiens b 
vivre en Jordanie pour faire partag- 
er mon experience artistique aux 


jeunes gdndra- 
tions". con- 
fcsse-t-iL Ain¬ 
si, de 1983 a 
1989, il avail 
ddja enseignd b 
llnstitut des 
Beaux-Aits 
d*Amman. 

Ses ceu\Tes 
les plus rd- 
centes expo- 
sdes au CCF 
maiquent un 
toumant visible 
dans Taventure 
picturale de 
Khalid Khreis. 

Toile et acry- 
iique ont die 
mi ses de c6td 
au profit du pa¬ 
pier. de I'encre 
el de la pcin- 
turc b 1'eau. Sur 
de petits espac- 
es canes, tous 
de meme taiUe. 

I'artistejoue les 
contrastes en 
poignant sur 
deux mor- 
ceaux de papi¬ 
er de coulcur 
diffdrente. 

"Travailler sur un pail format est 
une nouveautd pour moi. 
L'expression est plus intime, plus 
sensible". 

Les signes calligraphiques sont 
encore prdsenls dans ces minia¬ 
tures. Mais cette fois. les lettres 
semblent prendre forme humaine. 
"Le speciateur a toute libene pour 
y voir ce qu il veut", souligne Khal¬ 
id Khreis. 

Les miniatures se declincm sur 
route la gamme de la palette du 
peintre: orange, bleu. violeL noir el 



Khalid Khreis hue les contrastes dans ses dernieres oeuvres en utilisantdes papiers 


Khalid Khreisjouc ies comrasies aans ses aemi 
de couleur diffirente dans un format miniature. 


blanc.. .etc... La meme forme sem- 
ble parfois se rcildier sur Ies deux 
morceaux de papier. Une image 
dddoublde. b la maniere du "posil- 
if et du "ndgatif" phologmphiques. 
A chaque fois. I'artiste exprime une 
nouvelie idee, raconic une nouvelie 
histoire, teste une nouvelie tech¬ 
nique. 

"Mes oeuvres sont les reflets de 
mon dial d'espriu de mes senti¬ 
ments, 3 un moment prdcis. Je ne 
pose jamais mon pinceau avant 
d'avoir totalement achcvc Ic tab¬ 


leau entame. Ceia pcul durcr une 
demi-heure ou toute ia null!". 
L'arrisie jordanien dehorde U'idees. 
Ses miniatures sonu pour lui. au- 
lani de pistes a explorer pour 
I'avenir. II pense deja lithographic, 
sculpture... Les idees som la. restc 
b trouver la place pour les nialiser 
en installant delinitivement son 
chevalet dans I'aielicr dc ses reves it 
Amman. ■ 

F.C. 


































8THE STAR 


2 DECEMBER 1993 


'.%i 

itlM 








asyfepf'* 


Sp;isf' 

mm 1 


Programs on Tr 
from 4-10 Dec. 


mm 

mm* 


Ocean World 
Wednesday, 9:10 pm 


ENGLISH PROGRAMS 

SATURDAY 

08:30 — The FaneUi Boys 
09J0—Da Beat's On 
09JO— Perspectives 
l(h00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — Feature Film: The 
Woman In Black. A lawyer’s 
routine legal assignment turns 
Into a horrific nightmare when 
he meets a mysterious woman. 

SUNDAY 

08:30 — Yon Bet Your Life, 
with Bill Cosby. 

09:10 — Thirty Something. 
Nancy tries to cope with the 
fact that dne to cancer, her 
days are now numbered. 

X(h00 — News at Ten 
10:20 — The Men Who Killed 
Kennedy. (Episode 2) After 25 
years of secrecy shrouding the 
case of the killing of JFK, lads 
about a mafia gang involved in 
the kfiling are nnveOed. 

11:10—The Golden Palace 

MONDAY 

08:30—Delta 

09:10 — The House Of Eliott. 
Deep arguments between the 
two asters deepen the deft in 
their relationship. 

10:00— News at Ten 

10:20—The Guilty 

11:10 — The Sleeping Beauty 

—Act One. A ballet of Sleeping 

Beauty performed by the 

Leningrad Rnsaan Ballet 

Company. 

TUESDAY 

08:30 — Night Court. Dan is 


admitted to the hospital for 

nicer treatment. 

09:10 — Brand New life. Bar¬ 
bara goes to law school while 
Christy goes to a private school. 
10:00—News at Ten 
lO^ZB—Vivien Leigh: Scarlet 
and Beyond. A documentary 
about the life of Vivien Leigh 
and her involvement with Hol¬ 
lywood nnt9 her death of TB in 
1967. The program is hosted by 
Jessica Lang. 

WEDNESDAY 

08:30 — Too Close for 
Comfort 

09J0 — Documentary: Ocean 
World. With the help of mon¬ 
tage editing, unique Footage of 
whales and dolphins is pre¬ 
sented in a kaleidoscopic view 
of the underwater world. 

KhOO—News at Ten 
10:20 — Mini Series: TUI Mur¬ 
der Do Us Part. A hysterical 
wife resorts to murder as the 
price fora broken marriage. 

THURSDAY 

08:30— Family Matters 
09JO — Reasonable Doubts. 
Maggie is defending a woman 
doctor who hits a man with her 
car while under medical 
sedation. 

10:00—News at Ten 
l(h20 — Movie of the Week: 
The Perfect Tribute. The story 
of a hero during die American 
Civil War. 

FRIDAY 

08:30 — ENG. An ex-woman 
convict finds help from Jake. 
09:10 — Faces and Places 


KhOO—News at Ten 
10120 — The Alien 

Tears 

11:10 — Are Yon 
Bang Served 

PROGRAMMES 
FRAN9AIS 

SAMEDI 

05 JO — Pif et 
Hercnk 

05:41 — L’EcoJe des 
Fans 

06JO — Beanmanoir 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15 — Ushnaia 

DMANCHE 

5 JO — Film: Une 
Tenefarense Affaire 
07:00—Le Journal 
07:15—Fen&reScr 

LUNDf 

05 JO — Les Aventn- 
riers de L’espace 
06*00 _ 

Omnisciences I* Cles de Fort Bayard , Friday at 530 

06JO—Magoy 

67:00—Le Journal a. 

07:15—Magazine Sportif U Jcanal ** 



MARDI 

05 JO — Le Monde Soos- 
Marin 

06:00—Beanmanmr 
07:00—Le Journal 

07:15—VarNtes 

MERCREDfl 

65JO—Only 
06:00—Sports: NBA 
07:00 — Le Journal 


JEUDI 

05JO—Taratata 
07 JO—Le Journal 
07:15—Rencontre 

VENDREDI 

05 JO — Le Oes de Fort 
Bayard 

07 JO — Le Journal 
07:15 — Orient Snr Seine 


Racy US smp opera is the 
rage—and love—ofUgypi 


By Susan Sachs 
Newsday 

CAIRO—From time to time in 
the life of a nation as ancient as 
Egypt events occur that shake 
society to its very core. 

Plague. Invasion. Revolution. 
Assassination. Earthquake. Ridge 
and Caroline's wedding. 

Really. After all it was no ordi¬ 
nary wedding, but the joining 
together in holy matrimony of 
two soap opera characters whose 
prenuptial cheating, intrigues and 
cold-hearted betrayals have kept 
millions of Egyptians glued to 
their television screens for more 
than a year. 

Egypt can't seem to gel enough 
of Ridge and Caroline and their 
fictional troubles in The Bold 
and the Beautiful. 1 ’ a glossy 
American-made serial about 
pretty, nouveau-rich people, their 
trysts and their treachery—ail set 
against a backdrop of cTystal- 
filled California mansions and 

~~ SCIENCE 


thickly carpeted boardrooms. 

"It's everywhere. You can’t get 
away from it," marveled Ameri¬ 
can University of Cairo sociolo¬ 
gist Madiha AI Salty. "It’s dis¬ 
cussed ai every social gathering. 
People time their visits to be 
cither before or after because 
they don't want to miss a single 
episode." 

The show is probably unfamil¬ 
iar to all but fans of afternoon 
soaps in the United Stales, where 
"1116 Bold" began in 1987 and is 
still running (the wedding 
occurred in 1989). But it's a sta¬ 
ple of television stations and sat¬ 
ellite networks in the Third 
World from Turkey to the United 
Arab Emirates to India, where it 
invariably provokes national 
soul-searching. 

The TV marriage two weeks 
ago of scheming Caroline (who 
divorced Ridge's brother to get 
her man) and two-timing Ridge 
(who dumped his girlfriend after 
sbe miscarried their baby) 



American movies: Western cultural imperialism? 
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attracted one of the biggest view¬ 
ing audiences in Egyptian televi¬ 
sion history. 

ignoring the fact that their 
country is being judged by the 
values in its TV soap operas, tbe 
US Chamber of Commerce in 
Cairo is bringing in "The Bold" 
actors to do a celebrity tour in 
Egypt next month. 

Boutiques around Cairo name 
themselves after the soap's main 
characters—Brooke, Ridge, 

Thom, Storm—many of whom 
seem to be named for elements 
of nature. Advertisers use their 
images to self luxury goods. 

"The Bold and the Beautiful" 
has become a cultural icon, artis¬ 
tic shorthand for the yawning 
gap between reality and desire. 

The year's biggest-budgpt 
Egyptian movie, "The Forgot¬ 
ten," shows ragged Cairo bache¬ 
lors standing open-mouthed 
before a TV set. drooling over 
the image of inaccessible oh-so- 
blond Caroline in her impossibly 
sweet sweater sets. 

Some people love to hate "The 
Bold." Not a day passes without 
ponderous political commentary 
in the Egyptian press for and 
against the broadcast Islamic 
fundamentalists, unimpressed 
that government censors excise 
ail but the most chaste kisses, rail 
against its decadent morals. Left¬ 
ist intellectuals pontificate about 
the dangers of Western cultural 
imperialism. 

Yet even the snippiest of crit¬ 
ics display an amazing command 
of obscure plot twists— 
betraying, perhaps, their own 
addiction. 

T support showing The Bold 
and the Beautiful’ for the same 
reasons others want to stop it," 
the columnist Sanaa Fatah Allah 
wrote recently in the semi¬ 


official daily newspaper AI 
Akhbar. 

"Its rotten values and ethics 
make me cling even more to my 
Islamic values." 

A few months ago, tbe public 
band-wringing became so intense 
that state-owned television pulled 
the soap opera from its nightly 10 
pm slot Several episodes now are 
shown grouped on Sunday 
nights. 

In its prime-time place came 
“Oshin," a Japanese soap opera 
set in turo-of-the-century Tokyo. 
Its protagonist, in contrast to the 
sharp-edged "Bold" characters, is 
a young girl so poor that her fam¬ 
ily tries to sell her for a bag of 
rice. There is no sex. barely a hint 
of romance, only an occasional 
fleeting glimpse of wealth, and a 
lot of stoic suffering in the face 
of tuberculosis, poverty and 
earthquakes. 

Egyptians screamed for Ridge 
and Caroline. 

"Who needs imported misery?” 
quipped the weddy magazine 
Rose El Youssef. There are thou¬ 
sands of Oshins in Egypt 

already." 

And so new battle lines were 
drawn: Western dog-eat-dog val¬ 
ues vs. uncomplaining self- 
sacrifice. 

Seharo AI Dib, director of tbe 
TV station that broadcasts both 
shows, has no locally produced 
serials from which to choose. Sbe 
is firmly on the side of "The 
Bold." She said "Oshin" is beaded 
for oblivion and will no longer be 
seen after the first of the year. 

Three-fourths of Egypt's pop¬ 
ulation is with me, and only ooc- 
fpurth is behind the miserable 
Oshin,” she declared. ■ 

LA Hines-Washington Post 
Newsservice 


Recommended Listenings 17 ordan i 


Sepultura 

Chaos AD 



IF ANYBODY rhrims metal is s ta g n ant , they’d better give Sep- 
oJnca's latest aflatm a good he* * fog ; This Brazilian quartet 
played straight forward, death metal and then in their fifth album 
evolved to something between tfos underground genre and 
tnriretriai - fiwmfo From the day Sepultura was formed in -1984, 
their brutal sound was inspired by the violence in Brazil with 
titfo such as Desperate Cry and Infected Voice in their previous 

LP. ‘ / 

The hardcore chaotic guitars, die growling vocals and die 
(told of nwrai a nd a fait of industrial drumming produce a new 
original sound in ra**»L Tbe »nwn co nt a in s modi variety, from 
tbe l iai t fcom Biotech is Godzilla to the industrial-influenced 
Clenched Fist~ thrashing through Propaganda and then.moving 
on to the alow tempoed Territory. The Himt is the first track 
where Max Cavaliera is realty *sing£ng J .and surprising^ eaoagh 
for a thrash band, there is toe impressive and powerful acoustic. 
instrumental Kaavas. 

Tins album really places the band as one of the most success¬ 
ful gom the dyi ng thrash metal scene. UhHke others, they 
wm aii i a thrash hand, w hile at the same time, sticking toereatir- 
ity. For rastara-^ toe alifo rm contains only tfoqe solos; typical 
macho guitar solos were abandoned and replaced with dear 
rhantir guitar sounds that a give-a-desirable effect No doubt, • 
tins is toe leadmg experimental metal band nowadays. .’ 

The cover of ChaosAD artistically captures toe mood and 
atmosphere of the wholealburo to testa ble toe wo rthle ss ness of 
human life the agony of blinded and frustrated masses. Non- 
metal listeners should not expect more Guns ’n Roses -or Bon 
Jovi stuff——this is dedicated, honest, uncompromising and 

nrKYiTrmvY ml QHlSiC* 

All of tbe trades talk about misery and violence in tins worid, 
especially in the so-called Third Worid. Manifest, for example, 
taifo about a massacre committed by tfae'Bra^fian police against. 
inm ates In a raison in Canodan in October 1(192 where over 
100 people were Hited life other death me **l hands, Scpcltm 
ha* a pessimistic view towards life. They-see toe wraidtoday as 
f rill of corr upti on, and c hans, which is the real reason behind the 
album’s title. 

CMvfog grear impcwtance to touring toe Third Worid. Sepnlha 
are now p lanning a worid tonr dot will reach Africa, New Zea¬ 
land, Indonesia and other ‘bizarre’ places— hope they fend ora 
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By Tarmah Hirscfa 

Respect the Lady . . 

Neither vulnerable. Sooth deals. - 
. . NORTH • 

AQ7 3 
<?Q J72 
0*5 4 

* 65 2 

WEST • ' EAST , v 

tnm *454 .. 

<710654 ? ‘ 

O JI32 O Q 10 5 7 

♦ Q ♦ J 10 * 4 

SOUTH 
OAKS 
<7 A K 3 

0 A 6 . , ; - 

* AK973 • / v 

The hfrkfingi 

Sooth West North East 

3 NT Pass 6 NT Pass 


Opening lead: Jack of 4* 

Some card co mfainari oos offer no choice—yoo can play 
them only one way. Others present interesting options, 
depending on what cards appear on the eariy tricks. 

Tte bidding was short and accurate. South’sopeninghid , 
of toree no tramp showed 25-27 ptriias'and-a balanced ; 
hand, and North made the value bid. 

West led toe top of his spade sequence, and there was no 
doubt about what declarer had to do. Since be bod tune ■ 
winners outside of dubs, that suit had to be developed for, 

three tricks. With eight cards in the suit, the expected break < 

would be 3-2L. and toe normal way tri tackle toe soil would 
be to cato toe ace-king arid then give up a trick. ^ f ... 
Had each defender followed wito.a low club when 

dedaira cashed toe king at trick two, toafs exactly bow he 
should have proceeded. Bntwtien West droppe d toe qo«ai, 
anew tactic was calledfor. Declarercrossed to dumaty amd 


declarer covered with the nine.; ' •; ■'-* ’: 

That was aperfectsafety play.IFWest won t beOadvfliat 
meant tbe suit was dividing 3-2 all aloi^andtfeace wwld 
jHCk up file outstanding club op the pra t round. But when 

West showed out and the trine wan, declarertoea t a d afl toe . 

dub tricks be needed to fulfilf.bis'contract.■ ' ■ y : 

We can’t stress this point often eoqtigfar Pay atteutka to 
what cards vour opponents day toevery tifok. Each one trf 


them tells a stray-. 

\m, TnbaM UaSx ServiSet 


WORD WISE 


Q: My uintb-gntde: s&& 
doits constantly overuse and 
misuse theexclamatioupoinC. 
Can you help me cure (hem of 
this bad writing habit? ■ ; 

A: By all meansl- AU Idd- 
tfing aside, thalfonnofpunc- 

tuation should only be dstid 
to convey a strong emotion 


't^Confrpntedby a bnrj^arrdra - ^* 
man shotted: ^Get britlT’^Tlfe 1 
advertising conunonity's over- ■: 
use of the exclamation poutfis 
probably conuptijn^yoar strir ^ 
darts. ' 

Seadiwert fa nsra i imi w i frtht . 
Ward Wise to RO. Bar 4367^ 
Orfo«t©,«o. 32863-4367. 

© W3. TUbone KotoSwriw' .":' 


P r epared by StaU 'um Co. 

. Titte 


iiuiicitax •• • ^ ■■; 


~ Size Isn't Everything . ; 

' 14 - '• - - '• 

" The Hits! All 

« SoiSdortti' "’ tsutAction Hero . . 


14 KhriJed 


Last Action Hero 


JM 2 Unlimited . Ate Ltmt/s . | 

IBt Santena Sacred Fire • | 

y.r."P* Crossing■. . ■■ ^ f : :| 

E4 Jamet Jaclcson Janet - | 

: y,mggtr t Bctter. Faster^: .S 

' am T<raceTtenti)'Art>y _Symphony or Damn f 

— sfo^Mpjginn No Strings | 


30 Soundtrack 


tootle Mack 
In the Line of Fire 


TOP POP 
SINGLES 

1. JUIllitt IheWants, Ace 

of Base, Arista 

2:Fd Do AnytMagfor Lowe, 

Jfeafo^MGA 

3. Agate, JancUackson, Vrr- 

fjMkSidd^ R, Xcape, 


5. ; Dreaariover, Mariah 
Carey, Golumbja. 
KCoiM»iTa— fiKS,Cap5- 

7.Shy1fr.R^2haw; Epic 
8. Sbamp.Salt-NPcpa. Next 
Pteeaa--. 




TOPCOUNTRY 
ALBUMS 

1, Comm on Thread: Tire 

Songs of the Eagles, Various 

Artists. Warner Bros. 

2. Greatest Hits Vote me 
Tons, Reba AtcEntire. MCA . 

. J. Easy Come, Easy Go/ 
George Strait. MCA 
4. In Pieces, Garth Brooks. - 1 
Liberty 

S.IStinBefievein You. Vince 
Gift MCA 

6. A Lot About Livin’, A&m 
Jackson, Arista 

7. The Song Remetfers 
When, Trisha Yearwood, 
MCA 


CROSSWORD PUZZLE 


. 1-Hafi - . . ta 
S Tataa* . 3* School 
wrt— ’ nuntor 
1 ft «—ptaato 4t Pasted 
i4 Ywra-. ■ Stead 
IS. Wste ad 42 fivUraot: 
• ■■■ Mrfc • • • soft. - - 

1ft Mar 43Sin0na 


SB Hitepto W Z U«of 


STaedtooo 
4tanwt 
5 City In 


«* ■ 44 Bag 
1ft — ten* . 46 —of 


ft Toys for 

7Wdnou 

IPaM 


29 Sham . 

30 Automaton 

31 PoftaMd 
arch 

32 Offic e na a d 

34 Basfcaftafi 
ftfopw 

35 Rich cate 
37 Amours 
40 Fence 


ft Offared 
10. Lone 


21 UBpp 

22 Hart 

a* am* 


4ft —rictey . 
47 Sty-. 

sr.hny 

. efaooft 
51 Oncwcallad 
54 Aroma 
fiSWUm •, 

1ft Keteaf 


If African 

By 

12 Skmode 

13 Fann 


ftODm 
tl Long 


18 “The Wreck 
of ttw 
Mar-" 

23 Bftagsio 


52 Orifine 

53 Gaaftc 


1 OfBcsnoto 


25 Refali'e wHe 
2ft Fashion 
27 Wlatea 
31 W«ar away 


41 Frtondof 
Pythiaa 

44 Track 
Otodela . ; 

45 FWi 

48^Centered 

47 Oon leki ere 
tar He—ro 

48 Obfoctof - 
worship _ 

4ft —dancer. .. 

50 tncSao 

51 Approach - 

52 Ooas wrong' 

53 Tbrall 

50 SoubFr. 

57 Qoif gadget 




Shoes arc a^guabty the 
• T inost" important piece of 
eqiripniBBi for all athletes. Ri, 
jaeatoabflity and flcxibOuy 
. -jare imperative and an expert 
. athleric, .shoe-salesperson 
; sbouidbe given the appropri- 
. ate information regarding 
yoraacliitities,soaDiafom)cd 

- purchase can be made. 
NOTE: Spending a bit more 

i forquidiqrraiddHn^Mtity may 

- bewdl wortokto avoidpain- 

. ftt fora and kaee itqtiries. 

e Hririte jiitdU Sarrico ' 


ipf pL [ifjfifnn a 
P PR LRHru vmw 
[Lppcpfinntif-i tipif-'t-i 

Ipnnnrin RkirTi 

uri'inwKWffViw] 
rutin tinnnti 
Ippnunnnnn uriiind 
Knit nn«u nnnrni';^! 

KKifeiLi Firinri 
F'ppi'nr; nhitjti tvi:y 
pupp DiiiiKuans^jG 
Inpkin ftinnrnv: i.'tL'iiifij 
LUTnn nnnnrj ■atmC 1 
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Royal Cultural Centre_661026/7 

Amencan Centre Library_82010! 

gnash Council..._636147/8 

French Cultural Centre_637009 

Goethe Institute _641993 

Russian Cultnral Centre_641158 

Spanish Cultural Centre_624049 

Turkish Cultural Centre_639777 

Haya Aits Centre_665195 

HtBsern Youth City_667181/5 

Y-W .CA—....-641793 

Y.WM.A- 664251 

Nabil AI Mashmi Theatre_675571 

Nabil & Hi sham's Theatre_625155 

Concord Cinema_ 677420 


Plaza Ctnwva . 

Pfuladrip hi s Ci m™ , 


Sports Onto 


699238 

.634144 


A1 Hussein Spots City / --667181 

Orthodox Club_i_— 810491 

. Royal Automobile Club_815410 

Royal Shooting Club__I_ 7365 72 

Royal Chess Club_673713 

Royal Racing Ohb-09*01233 

Jordan Badge Assoc 676990. 

Amman Municipality Library_637111 

Univ. of Jordan Library_843555 

RJS.GN._;_... 837931/837937 



To book your Advertisement Graphic and Designs on the Electronic 
Sign Board over Safeway Bldg. Please call 685311 - Ext 71 


THE STAR 9 


The Prime Ministry- 

Amman Greater Municipality... 
Agriculture...—........................ 

Awqaf & Islamic Affairs........... 

Culture/Jabai Amman.~.- 

Education & Higher Education 
Energy & Mineral Resources .... 

Finance__— 

Foreign Affairs-........... 

Industry & Trade- 

Information............... 

Interior Ministry...... 

Justice---..........- 


641211 Labour. 69S1S6 

• 636111 Municipalities & Environment.641393 

.686151 Parliamentary Affairs.641211 

.666141 Planning ...644466 

. 636391 Post & Communications_624301 

, 669181 Public Health ..665131 

.815615 Public Works & Housing.668481 

636321 Social Development.-.673191 

. 644361 Supplies. 602121 

, 663191 Tourism & Antiquities.-.. 642311 

.641467 Transport.641461 

. 663111 Water & Irrigation.6S0100 

. 663101 Youth. 604701 




H \TRYj 
MS | 


Algerian. 

_ 641271/2 

Australian. 

.. 673246/7 

Austrian... 

.644635 

Bahraini. 


Belgian .. 

675683 

Bulgarian . 

.... 818151 

Canadian .... 

... 666124 

Chilean .. 

— 823360. 

Cyprus Honorary Cons 

... 677559 

Czechoslovakian . 

. 665105 

Danish Consulate Gen.. 

.603703 

I Finnish Consulate 824654/824676 1 

French.. 

. 641273/4 

German —.. 

.... 689351 

Greek.. 

671331 ft 

Hungarian...... 

.... 815614 

Icelandic Consulate... 

...698851 

Indian... 

.... 637769 

Indonesian ..... 

828911 

Iraqi... 

... 639331 

Irish Consulate Gen_ 

-... 625632 

Italian. 

638185 

Japanese . 

672486/7 

Kuwaiti. 

. 675135/8 

Libyan... 

693101/3 

Lebanese .. 

.... 641381 

Moroccan... 

.... 641451 

I Netherlands..637967/625165 1 

New Zealand Consulate 

. 636720 

North Korean .. 

...666349 

Norwegian Consulate .. 

.... 827926 

Omani... 

.... 686155 

Pakistani... 

6777R7 

Palestine.. 

677517 

People's Rep. of China . 

.... 666139 

PMUipines.... 

. 645161 

Polish. 

637153 

Qatari. 

682666 

Romanian.. 

... 667738 

Russian... 

.. 641158 

Saudi Arabian.1 

814154/6 

SriLanlri Consulate . 

....645312 

South Korean.. 

660745/6 

Spanish.... 

614166/9 


644251/2 


669177/9 

Swiss. 

686416/7 

Syrian . 

641076 

Taiwan. 

.. 671530 

Tunisian ... "“7 5743D778 T" 

TUrkish ..^....,.*,-641251 | 

U.A.E . 643347/6433*11 


iminp 


... 820101 


... 642381 


. 668191 

ESCWA Z 

694351/8 

ICRC... 

.. 688645 

UNDP/WFP .. 

668171/7 

UNRWA . 

669194/8 

UNICEF.. 

.. 629571 

UNESCO. 

..606559 


Adria Airways....667029 


Aeroflot_641510- 

Air Canada_630879' 

Air France_666055/667824 

Air India_:_688301/2 

Air Lanka -____682140 

Alitalia_ 625203 

Alyemda (Air yemen) 653691 ■ 

American Airlines_669068 \ 

Arab Wings-—: 894484 ; 

Austrian Airlines.. 637380/667028 

Balkan Airlines_:_,::Li 665909 

British Midland_694802 ’ 

British Airway*_641430 

Cathay Pacific_;___1628596 

China Airlines_.7_ '636232 

Cyprus Airways......_667028 

Egypt Air___630011 

Emirates Airlines_643341 

Gulf Air_i_.'.653613 

Hungarian Airlines_;_ 622275 ' 

Iberia_—.637827/644036 

Iran Air_._!_622826 ' 

Japan Airlines_ L _630879 

KLM_1..___622175 

Korean Airlines — 676624/662236 
Libyan Arab Airlines...... 643831/2 

Lufthansa_601744 

Malaysian Airline 639575/653446 

MEA__ -_636104 

Olympic- 630125/638433 

Philippine Airlines__ 640200 

HA—__-625982 

Polish Airlines _ 625981 

Qantas . 641430/655447 

Royal Jordanian_ 678321 

Saudia.___639333 ' 

Scandinavian Airlines_604499. 

Singapore Airlines _676177 

Sudan Airlines__694501 

Swiss Air (G-S.A.) 659791/641906 

USAir....- 694801/2 

Syrian Air_ 622147 

TAROM- Ro manian -...,__ 637380. 

Thai Airways_ : _637195 

Trans World Airline 623430 

Turkish Airlines_659102 

Yemenia Airways -_ 628175 

Yugoslav Airfines.7.604911 

Queen Alia Airport... (08) 53200 
RJ Flight Info.. (08) 53200* 



Al Cazar_314131 

Aqaba_:._314091 

Aqaba Gulf Hotel...316636 

Aquamarina I — -—— 316250 

Coral Beach_313521 

Hobday Infl_:_..... 312426 

Miramar_*_!_314340' 


Al Andalusiah, 

Al Barakefa_ 

Al Jabai_ 

Al Waha_ 

Avis_L-.i. 

Budget_ 

Dirani_ 


National_ 

Pena_ ; _ 

Sahara__,_ 

Hertz Shakh&bir. 


_606821 

_ 687988 

_606669 

_ 674105 

__699420 

_604230 

..660601 

_601350/80 

_639197/8 

._.. 605501 

_694883 

_ 668958 


Izbid/Ramtha_;_2 

Karak/Maan/ Aqaba_3 

J arah/Mafraq/Ajloon..4 

Bakja/Salt_...5 

Amman. 6 

Tafifeh/Wadi Mousa.. 7 

Queen Aha InL Airport/Madaba 8 
Zarqa/Free zone/Ruseafa_9 


Folklore Muse um; Jewelry and 
costumes over 100 years old, as well 
as mosaics from Madaba and Jerash 
(4th to 18th centuries). The Roman 
Theatre. Amman. Open from 9 am- 
5 pm year round. Closed Tuesdays. 
Teh 651760. 

Jordan Archaeological Museum: 
Features an excellent collection of 
the antiquities of Jordan. Jabai Al 
Qal'a (Citadel Hill). Open from 9 
am -5 pm). Closed Tuesdays. Tel: 
638795. 

Jordan National Gallery: Con¬ 
tains a collection of paintings, 
ceramics, and sculptures by con¬ 
temporary Islamic mists from most 
of the Muslim countries, and a col- 
'iBdkiinifpiimiBgyliyl^l 1 w^ ttiry 
Orientalist artists. Muntazah. Jabai 
Lowabdeh^Opeh frooTTO am - 5 
pm. Closed Tuesdays. Tel* 630128. 



Emergencies 

Police..192/621111 

Civil Defence H.Q. 193/198/199 

Fire Brigade..622090/93 

Ambulance___199 

Blood Bank_775121 

Traffic Police..— 625943/639703 

Traffic Accidents_897467/8 

Highway Police_787111 

Hospitals 

Akleh Maternity...642441/2 

Al-Ahli. Abdali.- 664164/6 

AI-Bashir, Asbrafieh....775111/26 
Ai-Muasher Hospital.... 667227/9 

Amal Hospital-674155 

Army, Marka._891611/15 

Hussein Medical Centre- 813813 
ltalian-Al-Muhajreen—..777101/3 
Jabai Amman Maternity.. 642362 

Khaledi Maternity_644281/6 

Malhas, J. Amman-636141 

Palestine. Shmeisani.. 664171/4 
Queen Alia Hospital... 602240/50 

Shmeisani Hospital.607431 

The Islamic, Abdali.... 666127/37 
University Hospital._845845 

General 

Amman Municipality.843402 

Electricity Complaints_121 

Prices complaints_666181 

Hotel complaints.08/53200 

Sewerage Complaints.896390 

Water Complaints.656390/91 

Jordan Television....773111/19 

Radio Jordan.--774111/19 

Post Office Info._750981/2/3 

Telephone Information.121 


Alia Gateway.. 

(08)51000 

Ambassador..... 

. 665186 


.._ 815071 

Crown. 4- 

_.798181 

Commodor- 

.*-.665181 

Forte Grand- 

—.674111 

Grand Palace.—. 

.... 661121 

IntBifnnriiwnral_ 

. 641361 

International.....— 

...841712/3 


665004 


660100 


. 667150 

Phflflffotnhia ....663100 

Regency — - 

.660000 

813801 

Tyche _ 

.661114 



■ 

■HUB 

1 


..- 213 


.33 


... 5 






49 


61 



Adelaide 8 



.30 

Brisbane 7 


Aihens/Pirseus 1 

-36 

Melbourne 3 

Perth 9 


Budapest 1 

India....— 

.91 

Sydney 2 


Bangkne 812 





ialOO 


Austria_ 

Vienna 222 

-43 

. 97 3 


-32 

Antwerp 3 

Brussels 2 



... 55 

Rio de Janeiro 21 
Brazillia6] 

Sofia 2 

C'nnnrfn . 

_1 

Ottawa 61 

.. 56 

Santiago 2 

,357 

Nicosia 21 
Czechoslovakia- 

42 

Prague 2 

TVnmarlr 

45 

Copenhagen (Inner) 1 
Copenhagen (Outer) 2 

Quito 2 

-20 

Cairo 2 

353 

Dublin 1 

Cork 21 


Helsinki 0 


New Delhi 1! 

Bombay 22 

And all cities with area 
codes beginning with 1. X 
3.4,5,6,7 & 8. 

Indonesia ............__ 62 

Jakarta 21 

Italy_39 

Rome 6 



...964 

Baghdad 1 

...... 81 

Tokyo 3 

„ 254 

Nairobi 2 

-965 

S. Korea___ 

Seoul 2 

— 82 

-218 

Tripoli 21 

-961 

Beiruti 

_60 

Kuala Lumpur 3 

52 

Mexico City 5 

-212 

Fez 6 

Rabat 7 

Netherlands.. 

— 31 


Amsterdam 20 
Rotterdam 10 

Nigeria.234 

Lagos 1 

Norway.-.. 47 

Oslo 2 

Oman.96S 

Pakistan.92 

Karachi 21 
Lahore 42 
Peshawar 521 
Rawalpindi/Islamabad 51 

Paraguay.595 

Asuncion 54 

Peru..51 

Lima 14 

Philippines_63 

Manila 2 

Poland.48 

Warsaw 22 

Qatar.974 

Romania.40 

Bucharest 0 

Saudi Arabia..966 

Al-Khobar 3 
Al-Madina 4 
Dammam 3 
Jeddah 2 
Mecca 2 
Riyadh 1 

Spain..34 

Barcelona 3 
Madrid 1 
MarbeUa 52 
Majorca 71 

Sri Lanka ..._ 94 

Colombo 1 

Sudan__ 249 

Khartoum II 

Sweden ..46 

Stockholm 8 


Syria.963 

Damascus 11 

Taiwan.SS6 

Taipei 2 

Thailand.66 

Bangkok 2 

Tunisia.216 

Tunis 1 

Turkey.90 

Ankara 4 
Istanbul i 

UAE.971 

Abu Dhabi 2 
Ajman 6 
Al Ain 3 
Dubai 4 
Fujairah 70 
Ghyathl 52 
Ras Al KJiaimah 77 


Sharjah 6 

Umm Al Quwain 6 
UK. 

.44 

London (inner 71) 
London (outer SI l 

Uruguay . 

Montevideo 2 

.. 598 

USA.. 

. 1 

New York 212/718 


Washington 202 
USSR . 

_7 

Moscow 095 

.... 58 

Caracas 2 

.967 

AI Bayda 6 

Hodeidah 3 


Sanaa 5 

Taiz4 


Yugoslavia. 

....38 


USAir 

USAir begins withyou 


For information 
& reservations: 

» 694-801 



British Midland 

THE SERIOUS ALTE R NATIVE 

For information & reservations Tel: 694802 
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AQABA GULF HOTEL 


jt.a-4tJt****************************^*7tr****\ 


* * * * 


The Best Oriental 
Pood in Town' 




£ restaurant 

nr Chinese, Thai, Phillipino, lndonisian & 
Malaysian specialities 

£ Five branches all over the world and now one in 
fe Amman 

£* ** Live Band "6" nights a week 

nr- World wkte Programs VIA satellite 



The first haute cuisine 
menu designed for those 
who love fine food. It mir¬ 
rors our spatial styles and 
taste level s. 

Warm, Hospitable. 

Shepherd Hotel 

for. your reservations call 
.639197 




^ ar ^®cric... 

»' 

Annuli Gtwr*t rarfvHis frCrmrs 

Alexandre Pt Pam 

Ltnadumpt Leather IWdurt* 
"Poulards & Cnvata 

• 

and many nuirr 

the boutique that has style. 


Sbrnriani, Pkoac 6N2S9 


Amman 

international Hotel 


<$i 


:*T ! 1 !!:! i!fi 

cW**' 7 ** 


■The most deJkious 
Arabic Sweets 
■All types of Bread 
■Cakes &. Pastries € 

7th elroii! Tel. 820099 


At NeGiEsCo Bar in 

SELECT HOTEL 


ir first choice in Aqst 





PIZZAS, SNACKS. CAKES 
Seated & Take Away 
_ {all oay) _' 

Shmeisani. Tel. 639100 


The First Gass Hotel in 
Amman that has a 
Kitchenette in every 


S 


| IV 

iti 


IrW Rest 

Tel 841712/841713 


IKiaigmw HKwetl 

Mechanic, Electrician and 
Tow Truck are available 
to help you 
24 HOURS A DAY 
Just CaII:682097 
Our heme says it aR 




One visit will make you 
a steady, we believe!!! 


ii.uMr 


Amman-TcL 
P.O.Box 9403-Fax 602434 
Telex 23888 DAROTL JO 
Ideal Residence For 
• Expatriates and 
Businessmen 


all (03) 
318246 



xtr^mjT 


> Oull 

P ’ 120 

Authentic 
j Chinese e&shes, 
F tram aH great re- 
. gional cuisine 
;■ styles ot China 

PRfMHdbyMT 



I fmA&L 


The first« best 
Chinese R-ecturanf 
in Jordan 

' 1st Circle, Jabai Amman, 
near Ahliyyah Girls School 

Taka away la available 

Open daily 12:00 - 3:00p.m. 
7:00 - Midnight 

Tel: 638968 


CHINA 

HOUSE 

ft—taurant 


'5? 


Open daily for 
lunch & dinner 
Disc my mkn 
Jabai Al Hussein 
Mnshy of Trade 
& Industrial Rd. 
T«L CS3M4 • 



1. *2*423 


o The uppaf sattaess 
orrwmdSOWttedMHy 
a Tho imer-sdlB active ah system 
o ThB outer-sda durabOty 

ttTe SCIENCE_OFCOMFORT 



Presents special courses 
for all ages 

Arabic for forolgnors 
English—all levels 
Computer 
Hebrew 

And many other courses 
Shmeisani 

For more information 
call 681628 


. ■ RU^O^RS 

EUROPEAN CUISINE 


Closet 


Amman - Abdoon 

Tel:822425 


• ■ • - • v-- ■ ; ■ V 


To advwwfim 


■ ■■ i ‘■•-j 




Jordan's leading economic newsletter 
JD 75 annually 
Subscribe today 

For more information call 645-380/Subscriptions 
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Alalamiah's first Windows wordprocessor: 

A1 Moharrer for Arabic Windows 


US Govenvnent to fund unlimited access: 

orslan connects to 




By Khaldoon Tabaza , 

Special in The Star 

IN SPITE nf the hi” increase in 
ihc numbers of computer >\Mcms 
in ihc Arab world in the Lt&( 
couple of years ;mu ihc udvjm;e- 
mcni in ihc software imiuviry. 
most computer users in ihc 
region h;i\c remained isolated 
Irom an important side uf mm- 
puier use- telecommunications. 

The International imernel 
Association based in Wnshine- 
lon. USA has recently repealed 
lhai ihis situation hjs changed 
because ol a decision taken"hj- 
the US government, which sup¬ 
ports Internet, to cover the costs 
of membership lor users in a 
number of Arab countries o> a 
first step in to pulling these eoun 


tries on the Information Tech¬ 
nolugs Highway. 

The Internet computer net¬ 
work is considered to be the 
biggest international computer 
network with no less than 15 
million users increasing by one 
million every month. 

According to a study dated 
from April of this year, it turns 
out that a number of Arab coun¬ 
tries including Algeria. Jordan. 
Iraq. Lebanon, Libya. Morocco. 
Oman. Sudan. Syria and Yemen 
don’t have any communication 
channels with international com¬ 
puter networks. 

Other Arab countries such as 
Bahrain. Saudi Arabia. Kuwait 
and Egypt all have access to 
some international computer net¬ 
works such as Internet and 


UUCP. 

Tuhis is considered to be the 
most advanced Arab country ip 
this field offering communica¬ 
tions with all five major interna¬ 
tional protocols which are BIT- 
NET.. Internet. UUCP. 
FIDONET and OSI. The last 
three protocols are even linked 
completely to the Global Open 
Protocol of Internet. 

Now. since 25 November this 
year, computer users in Syria and 
Jordan have gained access to 
Imernel. This access is offered 
free since membership fees for 
joining the network will be cov¬ 
ered by the US Government. 

The services offered by these 
networks vary from exchanging 
electronic mail, obtaining infor¬ 
mation on international stock 


ALALAM1AH HAS announced 
the release of its first windows- 
based Arabic word processing 
solution. A1 Moharrer for Arabic 
Windows. A1 Moharrer is an easy 
to use Windows word processor 
designed to deliver the full power 
of the Arabic word to the finger¬ 
tips of ordinary ncm- 
profcssionals. 

Working as a base document¬ 
authoring tool. AI Moharrer uti¬ 
lizes boLh Transparent Arabiza¬ 
tion and Windows'Object Link¬ 
ing and Embedding fOLE) to 
open up endless possibilities of 
integrating all forms of Arabic 
data from any application into Al 
Moharrer. Al Moharrer docu¬ 
ments serve as a data integration 
platform to produce compound 
reports, presentations, graphics 


Stacker and 
WordPerfect for OS/2 

• A wide array of releases for 
l IBM's 32-bit operating system. 
OS/2 are appearing on the market 
from Lotus. Borland. WordPer¬ 
fect and Stac. These packages are 
all available for Windows, but 
the OS/2 versions basically offer 
the advantage of utilizing a 32-bit 
operating system. 

These releases include Stacker 
for OS/2 and DOS, a very popu¬ 
lar utility for DOS which doubles 
the capacity of hard disk drives. 
Another release is WordPerfect 
5.2 for OS/2 which is guaranteed 
to read all your WordPerfect files 
from other operating systems. 

IBM i.s planning*a global mar¬ 
keting strategy for OS/2 version 
2.1 by bundling it with any one 
of these packages for a bargain 
price. 

Perhaps this will help OS/2 
sales pickup jnd encourage users 
to switch to it from either DOS or 
Windows. 

markets, and gaining the latest 
^international news to obtaining 
'shareware software for free and 
setting up common 
interest groups 

among users. _ 

Such networks ^ 

are considered to fe gif Vva TPH 

among the most 
important sources ® perrc^it 

Of Scientific » Caspar 

research to profes- 
sors and students. 

Gaining access / 2.* 

to such networks Lr „ _ , 

involves a number - 

of things including 
the availability of a body chat 
offers membership in your coun¬ 
try and the availability of a strong 
communications infrastructure 
capable of handling telecotnmuni- 


and charting and so on. Using . 
Alalamiah's Transparent Arabiza¬ 
tion technology. AI Moharrer 
combines the power of all your 
applications into one powerful 
integrated Arabic platform com¬ 
posed of fully Arabized spread¬ 
sheets. databases, drawings, pres¬ 
entations or any other Arabic/ 
Latin object' from almost any' 
application.' 

AI Moharrer is so easy to use. 
The user will not need a manual 
to use its wide variety of features. 
Context-sensitive help is availa¬ 
ble for all program options to. 
guide the user through creating. * 
editing and typesetting his 

documents. 

A! Moharrer is a full on-line 
WYSIWYG (vvhai you see is 
what you get) word processor that. 


including Cut and Paste 
between applications. The power 
oE Al Moharrer is also enhanced 
by- a:'set ofSakhr high quality 
■Arabic fonts. . / 

Sakhr Arabic Windows, the. 
Arabization shell for Microsoft 
Windows 3.1. is included with 
Al Moharrer to provide the com¬ 
plete solution for Arabizing hun¬ 
dreds of Windows Applications. ■ 
Alalamiah’s expertise in Arabi¬ 
zation has resulted in the power 
and flexibility oF Arabic Win-, 
dows. providing superior and 
fully customizable control over, 
'all Arabization properties. The- 
package is designed and deyet-' 

- oped to make up the complete 
Arabization solution that delivers 
all the power of the Arabic Ion-: 
guage to the Windows'platform. 


News update 


'Lebanon' multimedia 
CD-Rom 


• A Lebanese publishing com¬ 
pany. Dar Al Musiaqbal have 
recently released their first CD- 
ROM product for the Apple 
Macintosh. Lebanon multimedia 
CD-ROM. 

This CD includes music, 
speech, information and pictures 
on just about every single thing 
you can think of about Lebanon. 

Even Fayrouz and Wadee Al 
Safi get a mention in this CD 
along with a playback of some of 
their"music. 

The good news is that the 
company'plans to release it next 
CD on Jordan. In fact, there are 
plans to release CDs to cover 
other Arab countries. 

Dar Al Mustaqbal used Macro- 
mind Director to develop this CD 
whic is the first Arabic CD-Rom 
of it's kind to {present data in Ara¬ 
bic. still, this is actually the sec¬ 
ond Arabic CD-ROM to be 
released because the first was the 
Qur'an CD from MegaMind, 

cations via modems and 
advanced enough in such a way 
that it provides the user with a 
reasonable cost on interna¬ 
tional phone calls. 

Mr Max Robbins. Exec- 
rn utive Manager at HA. says 

that Internet has been 
established in the region to 
|3 offer the opportunity for 

membership in it to the 
ag"~ biggest number possible of 

_ Arab users. He added that 

'‘\ the phenomenal increase in 

^4 the number of members 

- from Saudi Arabia and 

Kuwait have encouraged 
IIA to plan to install a local con¬ 
nectivity node in the region. 

This should provide the user 
with a local line, through which 
the user can access Internet at a 


you're interested, contact 
Ideal Systems Co., distributors 
for Apple Computer in Jordan, 
who can.be readied at telephone 
number 676175. 

Deli loses millions 

• Dell Computer has reported 
losses for the first time in its his- 
torv since it was established back 
in 1988. 

According to- the company's 
report for the second quarter of 
1993. the company lost -some 
$75.7 million. Dell says that^ 
these losses have - primarily* 
resulted from the failure in. mar¬ 
keting the company's tine of note¬ 
book and sub-notebook comput¬ 
ers which did not meet customer 
needs or expectations'. Del] has 
also faced stiffer" competition 
from a number of other manufac¬ 
turers such os Gateway 2000. 
IBM and Compaq "Who all now 
use the same dircct-salcs method 
Dell used to make it into the 
company it is today. 

much lower cost than an average 
international phone call would 
normally cost. 

For the time being, Mr Robbins 
said- that his~ association has 
established an agreement with an 
international communications - 
company called IDT to provide a 
venue for registering members 
interested in becoming members 
in Internet. 

Mr Robbins invites interested 
computer users in the Arab world 
to call Internet os soon as possi- - 
ble to gain their memberships.. 
especially in Jordan and Syria in 
which membership costs will be 
covered by the US government. - 
You can contact; the’"Interim- 
tional Internet- Association in 
Washington. USA at fax number 
(202) 387-5446. ■ : 


MASSES 

Slow notebook sales 

. nowadflv* can he-swnerv 
Looking into any computer nugau* ^ n( ^h K ik pwtipal'* 
what alarming. What’s every 

ers and sub-notebooks everywhere- ai ^ 

is making them and there seems to be a 

book PCs-all over the w orld ^ t . vCf> 

Jordan is no exception to this rule, jus ,mwi . 
niier in the country is carrying 

some notebook PC brand. But. . -—go BE. 

Lhcre doesn't seem to be much - .-'S SL 

of a market for these notebooks T* 

in the country. * 

Although everybody has been 
talking about portable comput- . 
ing in the Middle East for the 
lasi couple of years, the concept | _ ■ • 

seems, to have failed to pick up. m. 

Desktop systems still constitute w^BgsBjjr, 

a massively larger portion of 53M|C. . ■ . 

total computer sales in the 

A major Jordanian supplier l u ef 7 

talked to said that his company had managed .redtoMlV d 

desktop PC systems in the last three months compared Y ... 

handful of notebooks. . p.': .inlv find-- • 

The problem appears to be that of owtiK'' 

ing its way to'the customer who «r after the novella ot 
what is widely regarded as a new type ol PC prod" 1 , f .- m 
In other nuis/of the world, the situation is quiu dttkrxin. :%- 
tbe US or Japan, and even Europe, it is not * jjm?- 

see university students traveling around on 
book computer which they not only use to pn-pare JJJJE-' 

sometimes even take notes during lectures. Try to lind one 
Jordanian studem who does that in any one of our umvctsmc - 
One means of organizing the sales force of major -ivmpdmcs 
all over the world is becoming the notebook computer. N " t un }5\ 
is it very useful for the salesman to have all the necess.uv dau, on. 
the products and price lists at his/her fingertips, but it ojs mm 
become a means of communicating with the headquarter^ nnite 
on the move by jftoviding typed in icponscwn 
How manv sal^Dcople have you humped into recently in Jordan - 
cany notebook PCs? At the current prices ol noichiif.ks in Jw-. 

dan. vou won'L ■ • • , . . 

To" be perfectly fair, there are a number ol salespeople u norto 
carry notebook PCs. but most of them work in companies winch - 
sell compoters'in the first place. So. it's only natural with all tlwsc 
notebooks lying around for someone to use them. But, tneie has ; 
not yet been any major penetration into the sales lorccs of sijnte - : 
of the bigger companies which depend on personal selling in Jur- 
dan in a big way. . , 

A simple deduction would be that uur market, tn the region.as 
a whole, is still undergoing a process of computeri/aritm which.’ 
involves the consumer buying desktop systems first. 

Many analysts agree that most portable computer buyers.' 
already have desktop systems. There is a suggestion that may be, 
in the Middle East, we have not yet reached a point of computer- ^ 
ization' where there are enough desktop PC users to constitute... 
higher notebook PC sales. _ ■- 

I don't know aboat you, but frankly. I’d love to get myself.a . 
notebook arid start writing on the move. Many other people * 
know'feel the same. Maybe when the prices come down, people. 

. like us will see to it that notebook PC sales actually do rise. Lcr's 
hope'a deedat computer supplier is reading this! ■ 
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Clinton-Rushdie 
Middle East 


V-; ■ 

• •• •; 


may upset 


By Kim Murphy 
Los Angeles Times 

CAIRO—President Clinton’s meeting 
with controversial British novelist Sal¬ 
man Rushdie, intended to voice support 
tor human rights and free expression, 
has instead drawn widespread criticism 
in the Muslim world even among US 
supporters, who fear it could radicalize 
anti-American sentiment and jeopardize 
support for rbe Middle Easl peace 
process. 

There has been quiet but pervasive 
unease among Muslim nations over Clin¬ 
ton's publicized meeting Iasi week with 
Rushdie, whose book The Satanic 
Verses earned him a death, warrant from 
the late Iranian Ayatollah Ruhollah Kho¬ 
meini and widespread condemnation 
throughout the Islamic world Tor a book 
deemed heretical to Islam. 

"Clinton should never have met him. it 
was not appropriate." Abdullah Naseef. 
executive director of the Saudi Arabian- 
based Muslim World League, said in an 
interview Sunday. "The majority of peo¬ 
ple feel insulted by this. Salman Rushdie 
should have been forgotten, and now all 
this does is add to the problem." 

Saif Islam Banna, a senior official 
with ihe powerful Muslim Brotherhood 
in Egypt, said the meeting "has done 
great harm" to relations between the 
world of Islam and the United States, 
which he said is overestimating the 
importance of the Indian-born author 
who has been in hiding for nearly five 
years since the book's publication. ” 

"Is Salman Rushdie worth al! of that, 
to meet the president of the biggest stale 
in the whole world?" Banna said. "Who 
is Salman Rushdie? What has he done? 
Has he invented a cure for a disease like 
cancer? Did he travel to outer space? 
What Salman Rushdie has done is to 
attack the beliefs of millions of Muslims, 
ff we review the statistics, the Prophet 
Mohammed is the most popular human 
being on earth, and of course it is a harm 
that Clinton has met him." 

Arab political analysts said Clinton 



risks further radi¬ 
calizing political 
discourse in the 
Middle East, 
where political 
Islam has chal¬ 
lenged America’s 
role in the peace 
process with 
Israel chafed 
under US policy 
toward Muslims 
in Iraq. Libya and 
Bosnia- * 

Herzegovina. ' 

Predictably. 

Iran came out 
harshly against 
Rushdie's meet¬ 
ing with Clinton - 

and Secretary of - 

State Warren . : 

Christopher. "Mr Clinton: You have met l 
an author who is hated across the Islamic 1 
world,” Ayatollah Mohammed Yazdi, the 
head of Iran's judiciary, said in a public' 
address Friday. • r ‘ 

“By accepting such an author, you. 
have brought such notoriety upon your-, 
self in the Islamic world that I dare say. 
you are the most hated person before all •' 
Musli ms of the world,” he said. 

But even secular Muslims in Middle 
Eastern nations ncrmal.ly. supportive of 
US policy in the region have been dis¬ 
comfited by the meeting, both because of . 
iLs potential impact on public opinion 
and because the vast majority of "Mus¬ 
lims seem to share ihc view that the book. 
is offensive^ to Islam. ... 

The highly secular Wafd Party in... 
Egypt, for example was condemnatory : 
of "the meeting. "It is an insult To Islam," . 
Fbuad Badrawi, secretary general of the 
party, said in an interview. "Especially - 
when this meeting has occurred between 
the president of the leading country of 
the world and a man who has attacked' - 
Islam. You canirol justify it- Islam is a - 
way of life and a respected .religion, and 
you cannot say : you are supporting 
human rights while you are attacking a? 


religion." '• 

Di* Saif Abbas. A&diiltyh. 
'head of the political'science 
department qtT University -of 
Kuwait, said Clirton ;demon- 
stiaied both bad joggjgent and 
bad timing in dedding urmeet 
Rushdie last .wed:, particularly 
with the Middle-East. peace, 
process at a crucial juncture. 

, "What Lean iuggesr to the 
. president is Thnc webre -beaer 
off ip'seek a’way^bf.fihtfiigu 
solution to thisrRush'die prob¬ 
lem. whereby this solution .will 
became benefidaLfor The Jra- 
nians arid for Rushdie himself. 
If the ingenuity of .thetwoiid 
community. Muslimsjjid non- - 
Muslims. Arabs "arid Iranians; 
and ■ Americans... can come •. 
- ' . together to' find a solution to ' 

this problem, we wilt be better off." 

. Abdullah su’d that "all-Muslims'feel, 
insulted by Rushdie," and he-expressed a 
view, common among Arab, intellectuals 
that: Rushdie-has benefited from the- 
notoriety attached to his exile!: 

. “I don't believe the hranan rights of 
Mr Rushdie have beriri'yiojated It is 
iaiher that the digriitjr and the pride of 
the Muslims have been violated! Rushdie 
has been. makings moneys giving expen- ■' 
si ve lectures. .and fgra work.which acra- 
ally- isn't a very good work, i read k. I 
don't know h6w it became a best-seller. ■ 
But pubficiQL made it very much in 
demand, aridRtShdie i^dojng very welt, 
while The: irisnit and injure'whicn have 
come'id the'.Muslim-people, is. really 
'heyohd irnaginatfon.'' ' • •; ’ 

■" MostMuslim governments, other than 
. Iran.' have berin notably siTerif about the 
meeting, reflecting-a widely shired wisfi 
among go vernments here that the Rush¬ 
die issue, would, simply go away. Even in 
Iran, the-relatively- more moderate gov- 
emmeni of. President Hashemi Rafsan- 
jani has. privately tofd dipiomats the 
more thar ^eStem nations try to raise 
the Rushdie issue, the longer it Will take 
toresoKfe " - 


’ Rafsanjani has said that after Kfv> -! 
meini's death it is impossible for any 
other cleric to reverse the JatwuUof - 
religious decree, he issued in- 19S9,- 
declaring that Rushdie should be killed : 
"and sent tg hell" for writing a.book hei: 
deemed blasphemous to the Prophet.- 
Mohammed and the faith or Islam: . ':: 

- Privately. Iranian officials sav tiiai . 
matter should simply be left there-lotbe! .. 
forgotten, and that no new " 

be issued. Meanwhile, Islamic rqdi#rfi*: 
in ban. playing largely to a Uomestic. - 
audience, have, upped 'the bouniv .for- . 
Rushdie's peaih-jo 53iHii)Mon. : x . 

But iHe .British goVeraftentf. has J' 
repeatedly raised ihc Rushdie issue as-a 
condition for improved .relations with. 
Jrait, and the meeting last -week 1 sends;i'' 
clear, signal that the Clinton adminisfra- . 
tion also regards ii as a" vital policy : 
issue. - .-.* 

In the Arab world, ihest- approaches 
seem to many to .show a lack of under¬ 
standing __.pl Muslim sensibilities. 
Attacks on Islam are simply not uiier-’- 
- aied, even in the most ■ progressive?- 
nations. In Egypt for example, author 1 :-. 

• is facing a prison sentence' 

of eight years for writing another Miok : .' 
deemed critical pf Islam. "A Distance'hL . 
a Man's Mind." He has found few.: 
defenders, .even among ordinurilv^ fib-'. 
eral Arab intellectuals. --- - 

•. ."Thepomt isthai-when Saimaa Rtisb* . 

■ die wrote .this book, -he' attacked.- 
prophet, the.-angels,. die prophet s tafl??’ 
ily: He attacks many things which wepv 
the Muslim world respect, arid'L 
rto one. th the Muslim wdritL eifer-!: 
religious or secular, would ucricbt"^iicfr - 
a tjung." explained Fahttiy Ruwefdyl a 
wejl-known writer. “ 

-, ^° * tttbjk President Clinton violated 
the Mwlinu' fteting.'*," Huweidy-K^' 
it we saw from him any sericras sop - , 
pan defending human rights Jri thi 
: Musbm area,, like Bosnia, we . 
accept such oThing. But w e do . 

LA T!mix-Washington PoSl; i 
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